
For a small town, Indian Head was way ahead
of itself in terms of sport, and it is perhaps in re-
cognition of that that in 1992, a Rural Sports
Hall of Fame was opened in Indian Head
The Badenochs were particularly keen football
(soccer) players. The oldest son, George, was
of course a professional in England until 1909,
and won the Southern League for Northamp-
ton Town under the great Herbert Chapman.
But all of the sons played. Just one year after
emigrating, 1907, Alexander senior was a
member of the executive of the local team, the
Indian Head Thistles, a name that clearly re-
flects the Scottish influence.
Soccer was hugely popular in Indian Head for
about 40 years, and curiously, the prize money
for soccer was higher than it was for baseball,
which suggests soccer was still the most po-
pular game in the wear years. The Badenochs
no doubt had a lot to do with that. In 1908 they
lost the provincial final to Moose Jaw but a
year later beat Saskatoon to win the Saskat-
chewan title – not bad for a small, rural town
playing against teams from large cities, and
having former pro George Badenoch in the
side in 1909 no doubt helped. Indian Head re-
ached the final again in 1920, the first cham-
pionship after the war. They lost to Prince
Albert City, and a photo of the team in 1921
shows that all three living sons, Alexander, Wi-
lliam and Thomas, were in the side, and their
father, now in his 70s also appears, and was
obviously still involved in the running of the
club.
Indian Head were pioneers in bringing the
Scottish game of curling to Canada. As a web-
site on the sporting history of Saskatchewan
says “in 1889 Regina featured its first curling
club, and soon afterwards Qu’Appelle and In-
dian Head built their own clubs.” Alexander se-
nior is frequently mentioned in the Indian Head
book as an old time who was associated to the
game for many years, and he is once descri-
bed as an excellent coach.
None of Alexander or his sons are ever men-
tioned in association to baseball, also Alexan-
der junior’s son Bill did play, and helped run the
local team.
Although they are never mentioned as doing
so, they would surely have all played Canada’s
national game, ice hockey, as well. The youn-
gest son Thomas was certainly a big fans, and
the Indian Head book mentions how he was in-
volved in several junior teams in Regina, and
TP Badenoch is named on the executive of the
Regina Pats hockey team for the 1917-18 ros-
ter and the year after. Broomball, a kind of ice
hockey played when there is no ice, was also
popular in Indian Head, and Alexander junior
donated a cup in 1939.

THE BADENOCHS AND SPORT

Cricket was also played in Indian Head
before WWI, and in his biography in
Wisdens Cricket Almanack, it is men-
tioned that George played for Indian
Head CC. Having lived in England, he
would have played cricket in the soc-
cer off-season. But being Scottish, the
other Badenoch brothers probably did-
n’t play the game.
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ALEXANDER CALDER BADENOCH (1884-1971)
Alexander junior and his family were perhaps the most strongly attached
to Indian Head itself. Both he and his son William (Bill) appear frequently
in the Indian Head book as organisers and participants in different
events, and especially sports. He played soccer for the successful local
club and donated the trophy for the broomball competition in 1939.
Some time around 1910, he married a local girl but also of Scottish de-
cent, Beatrice Scott, one of the many children of Robert and Mary Scott
who had moved west from Ontario.
Both of their two children were born before Alexander left for the war, Wi-
lliam Robert (Bill) Badenoch (1911) and Grace Ina Badenoch (1913).
After WWI, Alexander was very involved in the Canadian Legion. The
fact that he had lost an older brother, George, in France would have been
a particular motivation.

Before WWI, Alex worked for his father in the har-
ness shop, but on return he tried making a living
for himself independently – first as a farmer in
Odessa and then with a hotel in Sintaluta. Neither
of these projects seem to work out, and in 1922
he returned to Indian Head and worked for a Mr
Tuftnell, and in 1926 bought him out and set up
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the Mens and Boys Store, a clothes shop at 23, Grand Avenue, which he
operated for the rest of his working life. At first he rented the site from the
Sanderson brothers, and I’m not sure that he ever actually owned the buil-
ding, which had been built in 1904. In the 1930s, his oldest son, Bill star-
ted working with him. His son Bill was also very much involved in stock
judging, and appears in two photographs of different committees.
The Annual report of the Department of Agriculture of the Province of Sas-
katchewan1930 mentions this Bill Badenoch of Indian Head, he won a
bronze medal for something, I am not sure what, and also won a book on
birds.
Another war was brewing and Alex was one of the people in charge of kit-
ting out the Indian Head Air Cadet Squadron at the time of WWII.
His son Bill signed up for the Air Force in 1940, and went to fight in the
war. At one point, he went to Buckingham Palace to attend the investiture
of a fellow soldier from Indian Head, John Price, who was awarded the
Flying Cross by the King George VI. It was also while he was in England
that he met his wife, Grace Elizabeth (Betty) Seaman, a chemical warfare
instructor stationed at Hutton Granswick, and who was awarded a medal
for her work in the rescue efforts after a plane had crashed into a building.
She left her job in 1944 to marry Bill Badenoch, and after the wedding and
with the war over, they returned to Indian Head together.
In 1946, Bill formally went into partnership with his father, and in 1954 took
over the Mens and Boys Store business entirely. This was three years after
Alexander had become a widower, his wife Beatrice died in Indian Head in
1951, andAlexander then left Indian Head and retired to the west coast re-
sort of White Rock in British Columbia, where he was noted for the beau-
tiful flowers he grew, and where he died in 1971, aged 88.
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The ‘Rockets’ were the local baseball team



Alexander Badenoch junior’s son William Robert Badenoch married
Grace Elizabeth Seaman...

His son Bill and daughter-in-law Betty continued running the clothes shop
until 1979, when one of their employees, Peter Law, bought them out. They
had two children, John ‘Jan’ Alexander Badenoch and Kerri Badenoch, who
married a Mr Laine, as well as Melanie Jane who died in infancy in 1954 and
is buried in Indian Head cemetery.
When the Indian Head book was written in 1984, the building was still a clo-
thes shop, and Bill was still alive and able to provide details to the author of
his family history. At the time, they were living in Indian Head in the summer,
and going to Texas in the winter.
Bill died at Indian Head on May 16, 1998, and his widow Grace Elizabeth
(Betty) Badenoch passed away on Tuesday, July 22, 2008.
Their son John died in 2005 at the age of 55, three years earlier than the
death of his mother. An obituary for him reads “Friday, December 24, 2005,
Jan (John) Alexander Badenoch, late of McLean, Sask. Predeceased by his
father William Robert Badenoch, John is survived by his mother Grace
"Betty” Badenoch, two sons: Jan and Chris and their mother Carol all of Ke-
lowna; one sister Kerri (Kim) and their daughters: Morgan and Hayley all of
Regina, and his beloved companion “Poulin” as well as many friends. Me-
morial service will be held on Saturday, January 7, 2006 at 2:00 p.m. in Spe-
ers Funeral Chapel, 2136 College Avenue.”
Alexander and Beatrice’s other child was Grace Ina Badenoch. She trained
as a nurse in Vancouver and eventually moved to California, and being a
nurse it was appropriate enough that she married a man called Elwood Clark
Nurse in 1940, who was born in California but had also lived in Reno, Ne-
vada, where he was a surveyor. In World War II, her husband was sent to
Alaska, and they ended up settling there. Her husband died in 1982, but in
1984 she was still recorded as living there, aged 73, at 804 W 13th Ave, An-
chorage, AK, 99501-4316. Shortly after, she moved to the United States, and
in 1995 and now 84, she was living at 12025 SW Imperial Ave, King City,
Oregon.
She had a long life, dying in 2008 aged 96, and an obituary in The Orego-
nian confirms everything the different records say on her: “Grace Ina Nurse
died March 23, 2008, at age 96.
Grace Ina Badenoch was born Nov. 24, 1911, in Indian Head, Saskatche-
wan. She graduated from nursing school in Vancouver, and was a registe-
red nurse in Woodland, Calif., and then Anchorage, Alaska, where she lived
for 50 years. She moved to Portland in 1992.
In 1940, she married Elwood Clark Nurse; he died in 1982.
Survivors include her daughters, Carol A. Armstrong and M. Jean Fischer;
four grandchildren; and five great-grandchildren.”
The Anchorage Daily News also reported that “Former Anchorage resident
Grace Ina Nurse, 96, died of natural causes March 23, 2008, at Basil Adult
Care Home in Tigard, Oregon.”
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JEANNIE PETTIGREW BADENOCH (1884-1944)

LONDON GAZETTE, MARCH 3, 1908

Jeannie worked for the telephone exchange in Castle Douglas, and then
moved south to London to do the same, where she was until 1908, but moved
to Indian Head shortly after – in November of that year she was recorded on
the passenger lists of the Victoria sailing to Canada from Liverpool.
The same year she arrived, she married Harry Franklin Milling, a farmer from
Ontario of Irish descent, for they were living together at the time of the 1911
census in Qu’Appelle, Indian Head, with a number of different labourers. T
The Indian Head book says that she was a contralto singer and sang with the
United Union Choir and also studied voice for some time in New York.
hey had two children, Billie and Nellie. Nellie married somebody called Boyd
and had a son called Allan, but they since divorced.
The Indian Head book says that she lived for some time in Winnipeg, and in
May 1924 there is a record of a Jean Milling crossing the US border at Win-
nipeg, and it looks like she’s heading for Indian Head, but it’s very difficult to
read clearly.
In 1930, she was living in Chicago, Illinois, at the time with no apparent work
and recorded as the ‘companion’ of a Winslow H Foster and his wife Mabel.
By this time, she was a widow.
She died aged 59, back in Indian Head, 1944, and that’s about all I know
about her.

EDINBURGH GAZETTE
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WILLIAM PETTIGREW BADENOCH (1889-1970) AND NELLIE BADENOCH (1889-)
The Badenoch family tree I was sent by Heather Badenoch only named six of
the brothers and sisters and doesn’t even mention these two, so they must
have been largely forgotten.
William and Nellie were both born the same year and both had the middle
name Pettigrew, so they were probably twins, and they both ended up living in
Vancouver, so were presumbsly close.

William Pettigrew Badenoch had a lively time in the war, being captured by the
enemy during a gas attack and escaping from the Prisoner of War Camp. On
return to Indian Head, however, I know very little about what happened to him,
other than he played for the local soccer team. Eventually he moved to Van-
couver, where he died a bachelor in 1970.

Nellie apparently married in Vancouver, and according to the newspaper arti-
cle on her father’s feath, she was now Mrs Boyd. They had a child called Alan,
but I haven’t managed to trace them, but she was presumably the Nellie Boyd
that died in Vancouver in 1949.
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THOMAS PETTIGREW BADENOCH (1892 – 1970)

QU'APPELLE AUTUMN
BY TOM BADENOCH



The back of a painting has three inscriptions. The first reads "This
painting goes to Robert Badenoch from Mrs. Badenoch, his Grand
Mother" (Ariel did indeed have a grandson called Robert, Heather’s
uncle) the second is crossed out but says "This painting belongs to
Ariel M. Reid" (that was Thomas’ daughter, Ariel, who married Grant

Hamilton Reid) and the third just says "Cathy".

PAINTINGS BY THOMAS BADENOCH
(PROVIDED BY HIS GREAT GRANDDAUGHTER HEATHER BADENOCH)





QUEEN ELIZABETH, 14 JAN 1946 ARRIVAL IN NEW YORKThe life story of Thomas Pettigrew Ba-
denoch given in the Indian Head book
is so complete that there really isn’t
much more to add.
I can say said his wife’s full name was
Ariel Alfretta Badenoch, and was the
daughter of a farmer living at a place
called Lacadena in Saskatchewan
named Edward ‘Ned’ Ferguson (born
in Turnberry, Huron County, Ontario
1858) and his wife Mary Jane Case-
more (1858 – 1936). Edward was of
Irish descent, and married had Mary
Jane in Huron in 1880 before heading west. From here we can start going all the way
back. Mary Jane was the daughter of Joseph Casemore (1835 – 1917) and Elizabeth
Kinder (1838 – 1921), who in turn was the son of George Casemore (1787 – 1876) and
Mary Goodfellow (1807 – 1876), who had emigrated to Ontario with his English pa-
rents William Casemore (1766 – 1851) and Mary Rider (1757 –).
Ariel was still alive when the Indian Head book was written in 1984, but died two years
after in Regina in 1886 at the age of 87.

Thomas’ son Denton Castle Badenoch (named after his wife’s brother who had died
in WWI) served as Captain in World War II, and was recorded on board the Queen Eli-
zabeth of all vessels in 1946, arriving in New York and heading for his wife in Lorne
Street, Regina. That wife was Alison Brown, and they both died the same year, 1991,
in Fairfax, Virginia.
They had three children – Thomas, Mary, Leslie and Robert. The oldest of these, Tho-
mas Badenoch married Carol Myers are had two daughters, one of which Heather
Badenoch, the great granddaughter of Thomas Pettigrew Badenoch the artist from
Scotland who moved with his parents to Indian Head, I have managed to catch up
with on facebook. Heather provided me with her family tree, which links in with our own
and I was able to add a few new details, and was able to provide some images of
some of her great grandfather’s paintings, which I have reproduced here.
Thomas Pettigrew Badenoch and Ariel Ferguson had another child, named Ariel like
her mother. She married a military man called Grant Hamilton Reid who died in 2004.
The obituary reproduced here tells us about their life story, and also mentions his wi-
fe’s late brother Denton and his wife Alison. His wife, and Thomas Pettigrew’s daugh-
ter, Ariel was still alive in 2004, and may still be alive today.
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