
Thomas Fisk (1839–1903)

This picture of Thomas Fisk ap-

pears in the 200th anniversary

souvenir booklet for Kidder-

minster Baptist Congregational

Church

Thomas Fisk, born in 1839, was the third of Edward’s older brothers, and was five years older than he was. Like

his older brother James, he was a boarder at Totteridge Park School, and they were both there at the time of

the 1851 census. There is no evidence that he ever had anything to with the drapery, but probably did at some

point during in his teens, as that seemed to be an obligation for all the Fisk children.

By 1861, he had moved out, and aged 22 was in Pershore, Worcestershire at the home of a 61 year old watch-

maker called John Beckett, his wife Mary and their 29 year old daughter in law Sarah Wilkstin. Thomas had de-

cided to go the same way as his older brother William, and was a ‘Baptist student’, and was probably lodging

with the Becketts and doing some kind of apprenticeship at Pershore Baptist Church, although as we shall see

later, at some point he had also studied at Bristol Baptist College.

Thomas would have a very different life to his fellow minister brothers William and our Great Great Grandfa-

ther Edward, who spent most of their lives moving from church to church, town to town. He went to Kidder-

minster to work at the Kidderminster Baptist Congregational Church (now the United Reformed Church) as a

minister, and stayed there all his life. Also unlike his brothers, he never married.

In 1872, he was 32 and living in Arch Hill Square, just off Church Street, with his 49 year old housekeeper Mary

Kelly from Scotland, and an 18 year old lodger from Preston called Frederick John Sellon, who was an ap-

prentice leaflet maker. 

Later on in his life, in 1895, he wrote a book about the history of the church titled “Kidderminster Baptist Con-

gregational Church - memorial sketch by the pastor”. It probably didn’t make the best-sellers list.

The 200th anniversary souvenir booklet about the church published in 2008 has something to say about Tho-

mas Fisk’s time at the church. It even has a picture of the old boy! The booklet says: “Rev. John Henry Jones
led the church from 1857 – 1861 but by the time of his resignation the membership had dropped to 88. Howe-
ver by the time Rev. Thomas Fisk, fresh from Bristol Baptist College, was called to the pastorate the mem-
bership had dropped to 52, with sometimes only one member in the congregation at the evening service.
“The church grew under Rev. Fisk’s leadership and the site at Silver Street became too constricted for the chur-
ch’s activities. The site at Church Street was bought
from Mr. Fawcett for £425 in 1865 and a foundation
stone was laid in 1867. After much sacrificial giving the
new church was opened in 1868 at a total cost of
£2694. The site at Silver Street was kept as a mission
station for many years. The town’s population had
grown to about 5,000 in 1867.
“It is hard to realise in these days of high inflation and
increasing rising prices, how much sacrificial giving
went into the provision of this church building. The
debt on the church building was not paid off until 1876.
“During this time the church existed on a shoe string,
Thomas Fisk was not being paid his full stipend for
many years at a time. However the church was gro-
wing fast during these years, 103 members in 1866,
206 members in 1873, and up to a peak membership
of 288 members in 1896.
“In 1874 a nucleus of members, with the blessing of
the church in Kidderminster, went and formed Stour-
port Baptist, under the leadership of Rev. Richard
Evans. Expansion on the home front was also occu-
rring. In 1874 the number on the Sunday School roll
was 400 with another 90 at the Silver Street Mission.
This stretched the premises so much that in 1877 the
purchase of Arch Hill School was proposed. This was
finally opened in 1882, having cost £2662.

“In addition to this, Mr. J. R. Harvey, one of the deacons at Church Street, having bought land in Lorne
Road, both gave it to the church as a mission outreach centre and paid for building costs of £600. Mil-
ton Hall, as it was then titled, was opened in 1890 under first Mr. Richardson, then Rev. L. T. Harry, also
assistant minister at Church Street. There were difficulties in the relationship between the two leaders-
hips and Milton Hall finally became a separate church under Rev. W. A. Benton in 1898.
After Thomas Fisk died in 1903, Rev. Henry John Morley was called, 1904 – 1913.”

The church seems to have been the focus of Thomas Fisk’s entire life. In 1881 he was still living in the

same house, and even though he was “not being paid his full stipend for many years at a time”, he still
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seemed able to afford to keep on

Mary Kelly as his housekeeper,

and also had a 29 year old ser-

vant from Stafford called Eliza-

beth Davis. So life can’t have

been that tough.

At the time of the 1891 census,

his nephew William, son of older

brother James was staying with

him for some unknown reason.

He also had a new and much

younger housekeeper in 36 year

old Sarah Pawney of Stafford,

and a 26 year old servant, Ellen

Tipper, also of Stafford.
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No member of the Fisk family had as mnay articles and books published as Thomas Fisk did, andhis

bibliography suggests two particularly popular Fisk themes - preaching to young people and prea-

ching against the evils of alcohol. Most of the Fisks seem to have been pretty active in the Temperance

movement.

And that was more or less it for Thomas Fisk. As mentioned in the souvenir booklet, he died in 1903,

and left no children, his will being proved by his brother Ebenezer Fisk, baptist minister and William

Brown, a marble and stone-worker.

However, we are massively indebted to Thomas Fisk, because he was the man who provided Henry

FFyske with the information on his family and its history for inclusion in the Fisk Family Papers.



Sarah Fisk (1842–1923)

Sarah was the fifth child of William and

Louisa, and second daughter, and was born

in June 1842, making her two years older than

Edward. And Eleanor was the eighth child of

William and Louisa, and fourth daughter, and

was born in 1848, making her four years youn-

ger than Edward. Sarah and Eleanor’s lives

shared so much in common that I they their

stories can be dealt with together. By the time

of the 1861 census, Sarah had moved out but

was still in St Albans working as an assistant

English teacher at a small school for ladies

(secondary school age) at 52, London Road.

The school no longer exists, and the building

(shown above) is now the head offices of Bel-

voir Letting Specialists (an estate agent). Ele-

anor was 13 at the time, and

still at school.

Ten years later, 1871, and

Sarah was no longer working at

the school. In fact she doesn’t

seem to have been doing any-

thing at all in particular. She

was back living with her mum

and dad and is recorded as

simply being a ‘draper’s daugh-

ter’, but perhaps she was hel-

ping with the family business.

That year it was now 23 year

old Eleanor who, like her older

sister had done before, was

working as a teacher – there

are no details of to who or

where. In 1881, Sarah was 39

and Eleanor was 31, and both

of them still lived with her mo-

ther and father, the latter having

retired by now and left the dra-

pery in the hands of their son

James. Neither of them are re-

corded as doing anything in

particular.

Roll on 1891, and Sarah and

Eleanor had moved out, and

were living together in Bricket

Road, still in St Albans, along

with their 21 year old servant, Lizzie King from Buckinghamshire. Both

the spinster sisters were recorded as simply ‘living on their means’.

They may not have had professions as such, but both the Fisk sisters

were very involved in the local Baptist church. A photo taken around

the turn of the century of the Dagnall Street staff includes, along with

some men with very silly beards, both of these ladies, and it turns out

that they were giving bible classes, Sarah to women, and Eleanor to

the girls in the top class.

In 1901, Sarah and Eleanor were not recorded as being in St Albans

at all. They were in a boarding house in 26 Belgrave Road, Tormoham

(a parish that no longer exists and is now part of Torquay). The photo

of the street shown below was taken around the turn of the century.

Once again, they were purely living on ‘their means’, and the chances

are they were only in Devon for a holiday.
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Eleanor Fisk (1848–1930)
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In 1911, however, Eleanor was in St Albans and was living

in the vicinity of the drapery. She was still managing to get

by on her own means though, and had a general domes-

tic servant called Maria Pope in case life became too diffi-

cult for her. I cannot find any record of Sarah in the 1911

census.

It was in 1920 that Eleanor was involved in an incident at

the church that is mentioned in the history. To reflect the

changing position of women in society, it was decided that

there should be lady deacons, and Eleanor was one of the

first two to be appointed. However, presumably because

she found it hard to work in such a male dominated envi-

ronment, she only lasted a year before resigning.

Sarah died at the age of 81, dying in 1923, having never

married and was buried in the same place as her parents

William and Louisa. The inscription on her grave says “all

is well”, which may have been a pet phrase of hers. Elea-

nor lived for seven more years, and was the longest sur-

viving of all the ten Fisk children. She never married or had

children and was buried in the same place as her parents

and older sister. On her inscription, it says “safe home.” 

Sarah Fisk’s will provides some information. It confirms that she died on

June 18, 1923, and gives her address as Tiptree, London Road, Saint Al-

bans. That house was probably given that name by the Fisks, because tha-

t’s the place where their mother, Louisa Lake was born.

The will was proved by two of her nephews, William’s son Reginald William

Fisk and James’ son, the former mayor, William Fisk.

Her estate amounted to £5,848, which is quite a lot of money for some-

body who never seems to have done a day’s paid work in her life. She le-

aves it all to her sister Eleanor, apart from £50 for her niece Muriel Sarah

Moore, Louisa’s daughter in Folkestone, who I think might have been her

granddaughter. There are certain clauses about what would happen if

Sarah and Eleanor both died at the same time, so it is likely that Eleanor’s

will was exactly the same as Sarah’s.

Should both the sisters die, then the money was to be divided “share and

share alike” between all the surviving nephews and nieces, and these are

all listed, which is excellent confirmation of who all of them were, who the

girls married, and which ones were still alive in 1923. Also, I have no date

for their sister Louisa’s death, which was probably some time around 1915,

but she is tellingly not mentioned in Sarah’s will, which seems to confirm

that she was not with us in 1923.

All the nephews and nieces fit perfectly, which two exceptions. Louisa’s

son Alban is not mentioned, which suggests he must have died, and there

is a mysterious Mary Louisa Owen. The only person this could be is Louisa

Fisk’s daughter Louisa Moore, although I can find no record of her ever

marrying anybody called Owen, and she was definitely 42 and still single

in 1911.

Ebenezer Edward’s three children all appear in the will. Ethel Annie was

now called Guenin, having married for a second time, and Elsie Beatrice

and George Fisk are there too. It’s a great little document, because it really

does tie in George William Fisk with all the different ancestors.

SARAH FISK’S WILL
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Frances Fisk (1844–1870)
Frances was the sixth child of William

and Louisa, and third daughter, and was

born in June 1844, making her one year

older than Edward.

She was 17 at the time of the 1861 cen-

sus, and still living at the family home in

St Albans, and not apparently doing

anything in particular.

She married at the age of 26 in St Al-

bans to a man of the same age called

Isaac Watts from Compstall Bridge

(near Stockport, then in Derbyshire but

now in Cheshire and just known as

Compstall). And what would you know

� the guy was yet another Baptist mi-

nister! There is certainly something of a

pattern forming here.

There are frequent mentions of an Isaac

Watts involved in the History of Dagnall

Street Baptist Church. It seems likely

that this was the same man, but it

seems odd, because it is unlikely that

Isacc Watts lived for very much time in

St Albans, if he ever lived there at all. It

could be a different one.

What with all these Baptists around, the

wedding was a real family affair, held at

the Dagnall Street Baptist Church that

was so closely associated to the Fisk fa-

mily, and as it says in the Herts Adverti-

ser, the service was given by Frances’

brother William, who was a Baptist mi-

nister himself, and by Isaac Watt’s bro-

ther, the Rev T Watts.

The newlyweds got a house in God-

manchester, a small town within the

Huntingdonshire district of Cambridges-

hire. The address was 95, Post Street,

and this picture shows Post Street

today, with the Baptist Church in the

background where Isaac did his stuff.

At the time of the 1871 census, they

were recently married, and Frances had

her first baby, Gertrude Fanny Watts,

who was four months old at the time.

Isaac was not in the house that day, I

have not found out where he had gone,

but Frances was being visited at the

time by Annie, her brother Edward’s

wife.

They didn’t stay in Godmanchester

long. They were soon off to Macclesfield

in Cheshire. “A history of Macclesfield”

by Clarice Stella Davies says that “the
minister under whose pastorate the new
chapel was built, and who was largely
responsible for a period of strength in
the church, was the Rev. Isaac Watts
(minister 1871-75)”.

All of that fits, because their next chil-

dren, Mary Louise Watts (born 1972) and

William Herbert Watts (1874) were both

born in Macclesfield, Cheshire, but the

next child, another boy, this time Francis

Fisk Watts, was born in Louth in Lin-

colnshire in 1877, while the next son, Ar-

thur Isaac Watts, was born in

Abergavenny, Monmouthshire, Wales in

1879. With each of the three sons being

born in different places, it seems Isaac

Watts moved around quite a lot. Also,

here we have yet another Fisk daughter

giving her child the middle name of Fisk.

In Abergavenny, they lived at 2, Trinity

Street (the grandly named Trinity Villa),

and in the late seventies had a houseke-

eper, Annie Charles, and a general ser-

vant, Esther Walby, both from

Abergavenny. The “Frogmore Street

Baptist Chapel, Abergavenny, Church

Book” presumably has something to say

about Isaac Watts’ work, and is available

online, but you have to pay for the privi-

lege of viewing it.

But life ended early for Frances Watts

(nee Fisk). She died in 1880, aged just

37, leaving Isaac on his own with two

daughters and three sons, including little

Arthur of just two. 

A year later, Isaac Watts appears on the

1881 census, a widowed Baptist minis-

ter living with the three motherless chil-

dren. 10 and 8 year old Gertrude and

Mary Louise were not at home, but they were in Abergavenny. They were at school in 13, Neville Street,

and looking at the list of pupils, it’s interesting how few of them were born locally - most of the kids were

born in England.

This really was a tragic time for the Watts family, because shortly after that, in December 1881, the oldest

child, Gertrude Watts died in Avergavenny at the age of just ten.

Some time over the next decade, Isaac married again, to a lady called Harriet from Northampton. He was

still a Baptist minister, and four surviving children are still with him. The boys were 16, 14 and 12 and all at

school. Mary, aged 18 and working as a governess.

And they were soon on the move again, because in the 1901 census, the family was living in Wem, a small

village near Shrewsbury, where Isaac was the Baptist minister at a small church that is still running today.

The children Mary, William and Francis were now in their twenties and all still living with mum and dad, Mary

wasn’t working, William was a science tutor in an unnamed school, and Francis was a self-employed art

designer and sculptor. The only child that was not with them was Arthur, but I can’t trace where he might

have been.

An Isaac Watts was the minister from 1911 to 1912 Wootton Baptist Church in Bedfordshire, and is likely

to be the same person, but I do now know when he died.

This is supported by the fact that the oldest child Mary was married in Bedfordshire in 1909, to a Welshman

called Robert Jenkin Owen. Robert was originally from Whitford in Flintshire (Clwyd), but had spent most

of his life in Holyhead, Anglesey. The religious thing was still going on, because Robert was a minister, but

not a Baptist one. In the 1911 census the couple are recorded at Glanfor, Holyhead, and Robert is a Me-

thodist Minister. They also had their first child, Gwyneth Mary, who was just five months old at the time of

the 1911 census.

Of the other children, the only one I can find on the 1911 census is William Herbert Watts, who was 36 years

old and still single at the time, working as a science tutor in Bromborough, Wirral, in Merseyside. He was
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boarding at a house called Oaklawn owned by an estate agent

called Edward Owens.

All four of the surviving children were mentioned in their aunt

Sarah’s will of 1923, so they all lived full lives. The will is also

confirmation that Mary Louise married Robert Owen, as she is

named as Mary Louise Owen.



Edward Fisk (1845-1847) and Alban Fisk (1851–1860)
Edward Blyth Fisk was botn in 1845. He was clearly named in honour of Ed-

ward Blyth, William’s sister Sarah’s husband, who had died a year earlier in

1844. Sarah clearly mourned the loss of her husband, and although she would

marry again, it would be with her first husband that she would be buried.

Sadly, life would be short for Edward. He only lived for 16 months and died in

1847. It is curious that he was called Edward if he already had an older brother

called Ebenezer Edward Fisk, who was at least once referred to as “Reverend

Edward Fisk”. Maybe Ebenezer simply preferred his middle name (who would-

n’t?) or maybe he adopted Edward in honour of the younger brother who died?

Edward Blyth Fisk was buried in the cemetery at Dagnall Street, which was

built over a few decades later. When this happened, the stones were moved

and are now lined up against the car park wall.

They are very decayed and can hardly be read at all, but there is one where

Edward Blyth Fisk is clear.

The last of the nine Fisk children was Alban, born in 1851, and named, ob-

viously, after the saint after whom their hometown was named.

Alban died when he was just nine years old. It isn’t clear, but it does look like

Alban’s name might be the one at the top of the gravestone. 

A few years later, his older sister Louisa named one of her sons after him.

To the best of my knowledge, there is not one person alive now that has ca-

rried the Fisk name from William Fisk and Louisa Lake’s drapery home in St

Albans to the present, and that is despite them having ten children. Two died

young, and four were girls.

Of the four sons, the oldest William had two sons, one of whom died in child-

hood, and the other, Reginald, had two daughters, Dorothy and Alice, but se-

emingly no sons.

Thomas never married and never had children.

Our great great grandfather Ebenezer Edward had three children, two girls

and a boy, George. But George only had one child, Muriel, our grandmother.

James had two sons, the first of which, William, seems to have an unhappy

marriage and only produced one child, Kathleen Gladys Fisk, yet another

daughter.

So as each of these chains end either with no children or only daughters,

who would not pass the Fisk name onto their children, the only chance of

there being any descendant of William Fisk that is still called Fisk today is via

Dr Edward Lewis Fisk, the younger of James’ two sons, who lived in Norfolk.

He married Mary Ann Elvin, but I have no details of any children they might

have had.

THE DISAPPEARANCE
OF THE FISK NAME


