
William Fisk (1807-1881) and Louisa Lake (1807 – 1886)

St Mary’s in Colchester, also said to be the origin of the Humpty Dumpty nursery rhyme. In 1648

a large cannon was placed on the roof, nicknamed Humpty Dumpty. Parliamentarian forces da-

maged the wall beneath Humpty, which fell to the ground and the King’s men “couldn't put Humpty

together again!'

ORIGIN OF LAKE

William Fisk was our own great grandfather’s grandfather. He was the youngest of the three chil-

dren of a farmer from Thorpe-le Soken called James Fisk, and the Fisks seem to have been a fairly

reputable and well-educated lot. Although William was born in St Osyth, it is not clear whether he

was brought up there or in Thorpe-le-Soken, which the place most sources give for him, but the two

villages are only a few miles apart, so it doesn’t matter too much.

There is plenty of information on William – for he would go on to set up a drapers shop in St Albans

that operated for over a century and grew into a major department store. In particular, his life is des-

cribed in several articles that appeared in the St Albans Review and Herts Advertiser, and the reli-

gious side of his life is described in a book on Dagnall Street Baptist Church.

When William was 20, his older brother, James, died at sea in Bombay, while his sister Sarah ma-

rried a local man called Edward Blyth, who was so dear to William that he named one of his sons

after him. At the age of 25, in 1935, William married Louisa Lake at St Mary’s Church in Colches-

ter. This was not the kind of place any old person could have married, which further suggest the

Fisks were of fairly wealthy stock. The church is shown in the picture in 1905, and is now used as

an arts centre. Louisa Lake, was born in 1807 (the same year as her husband) in Tiptree Heath,

also in Essex, but 27 miles off to the west, nearer to London.

I have not found any record of a Louisa Lake being born anywhere around there, or of what might

be origin of the Lake family, but there are one or two clues that could be followed up. The article in

the St Albans Review in 1985 explains that “after serving an apprenticeship, William Fisk obtained

a situation, as they used to say, with a large business house in Oxford.” I think this is a mistake, it

was Cambridge, not Oxford. “He was a devout Christian and although he was the chief of the staff

at Oxford, he obtained the permission to sleep under the counter for some years so he could pray

undisturbed, rather than sharing the staff quarters with 20 or so others.” 

This surname is of early English medieval ori-

gins. It is to be found chiefly in the West

Country, and is either topographical or locatio-

nal. 

If the former it was a surname for someone who

lived by a stream or water course or a bog. 

The derivation is either from the Old English pre

7th century word 'lacu' meaning a water course

or 'laecc', meaning a bog. 

Curiously the word lake meaning a body of open

water, is not recorded in England before the

13th century, and it is uncertain as to whether it

was the source of surnames at all.

The first recorded spelling of the family name is

shown to be that of Richard de la Lake. 

This was dated 1200, in the Shropshire Pipe

Rolls, during the reign of King John of England,

and known by the nickname of 'Lackland', 1199-

1216.
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The picture on the left of William Fisk featured in an advert celebrating the 100th

anniversary of his shop, which would have been in about 1936.



ARTICLE IN ST ALBANS REVIEW, MAY 2, 1985
(Note that the picture is not of the right William Fisk - it shows William Fisk’s grandson of the same name). The store is refe-

rred to as James Fisk because that is what it became when William died and his father took it over.



ARTICLE IN ST ALBANS REVIEW, NOVEMBER 3, 1977



1841, St Albans High Street

1851, 5, St Albans High Street

1861, St Albans High Street

1871, St Albans High Street

1881, 14, St Albans High Street

UK Census entries for William Fisk and Louisa Lake
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Fisk Family Papers explains that William “came from Thorpe-le-Soken, Essex

to St Albans in 1834 and united with the local Baptist Church in February 1835.

The whole family subsequently lived at Cambridge for about twelve months

(1835).” This text was provided by William’s own son Thomas, which is why I

am more willing to believe the Cambridge version than the Oxford one that

was written almost two centuries later. His connection to the church seems to

have been his reason for moving to St Albans, because he was involved in the

Baptist Church before he had even moved to live in the city. The St Albans Re-

view says that “William Fisk moved to St Albans in 1834 to set up shop and

begin nearly half a century of involvement with Dagnall Street Baptist Church.”

He must have had a fairly major impact on the Baptist church when he arri-

ved, because he was made a deacon in 1840, just five years after arriving.

The paragraph from the book on the church by Derek Turner describes how

the elections happened. For the first few years, he ran a drapers and haber-

dashers in George Street, and it was in the late 1830s that he moved to the

High Street – the Hertfordshire Archive still has the deeds, titles “Executors pa-

pers: Wm Fisk, shopkeeper, St Albans 1838-1839.” He had picked a prime

spot, right next to the clock tower and the Abbey, which would later be-

come a cathedral in 1877, an event William was still around to witness.

However, William Fisk’s main religious interests lay with the Dagnall

Street Baptist Church, which was also only a couple of streets away.

An article that appeared in the Herts. Advertiser in January 1911 provides

some information on the background of the building, saying that it was a

17th century house that once belonged to Edward Strong the Elder, citi-

zen and mason of London, and in his will bearing the date July 30th, 1723,

he bequeathed it to his daughter Elizabeth New, and on her death it pas-

sed to his grandson John New. Edward Strong, to whose memory stands

St Albans High Street around the 1870s.
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a monument at in St Peter’s Church resi-

ded at New Barnes and acted under Sir

Christopher Wren as master mason for

the building of St Paul’s cathedral.

The family appears a year after that in the

1841 census, when William and Louisa

are both 30 and have moved from Essex

and are living in the High Street in St Al-

bans in Hertfordshire. William gave his

profession as ‘draper’. It was still a small

business at the time, but it would grow

over the years from one to eight addres-

ses in the High Street, and become one of

the most emblematic departmental stores

in the county, run by three generations of

Fisks. The High Street Heritage article in-

cludes a description of the kind of clothes

the ladies would have worn and purcha-

sed at the time, including up to seven pet-

ticoats, straw hats and gloves at all times

(even indoors).

BIBLE TRUTHS & CHURCH ERRORS
WILLIAM URWICK 1888

THE BAPTIST MAGAZINE, 1846

Chris Reynolds, who runs the Genealogy in Hertfordshire website, told me

the following.

“With William Fisk's connection with the Baptists he would have

known my Gibbs relatives (who published the local newspaper). I had

a look in the index of the little known book by the Rev William Urwick

"Bible Truths and Church Errors" which unexpectedly includes a

large section on "Day School Education in St Albans".

“This reveals that on 2nd March 1846 a meeting was held in the Bap-

tist Chapel  to consider the opening of a British School. One of the

trustees was William Fisk, who subscribed £20 to the building fund. 

“My relative Richard Gibbs subscribed £10 to a total collection of just

over £261. The school opened on 7th January 1847 and the first tea-

cher was James Townend.

“In 1884 James Fisk [William’s son, who became mayor of St SAlbans]

signed a letter protesting against the closing of this non-conformist

school by the Anglican dominated St Albans School Board, but wi-

thout success.



In 1841, they had already started work on what would eventually

be an enormous family of ten children. In keeping with the family

tradition, the first son was called William Fisk, who was born a year

after they were married, and was 5 by now, and James Fisk (4),

Thomas Fisk (2) and Louisa Fisk (1) were all there too. All the chil-

dren were born in St Albans, so their first child was born the year

they moved to the city for good, 1836.

The St Albans Review article continues that “in the early years, from

1834, staff at James Fisk [that’s a mistake, it was called W Fisk at

that time] had to live on the premises and conform to strict rules.

Men were forbidden from entering departments of the store dealing

with women’s attire.” It is true that some staff did live on the premi-

ses, though I am not sure that was necessarily an obligation.

In 1846, the Baptist Magazine makes a reference to William Fisk

maiking a generous dnation to famine relief in Ireland.

There were three other people living in the house. The squiggles

next to their names don’t tell us much about the reason they were

there, but it looks like Robert Vawser (30) was helping with the bu-

siness in some way, young Ebenezer Valance (15) was an appren-

tice and Sarah Cook (15) was an ‘FS’, the abbreviation used on

censuses for female servant. This young Ebenezer may have been

of particular importance to the family, because one of their later

sons, our own great great grandfather, would be called Ebenezer

Edward (but known familiarly as Edward), and the Ebenezer bit may

have been given in honour of this Valance child.

Ten years later, the time of the 1851 census, and all of the other

children had been born, Sarah Fisk, Frances Fisk and Ebenezer

Edward Fisk (the aforementioned great great grandfather of ours)

A HISTORY OF DAGNALL STREET
BAPTIST CHURCH (DEREK TURNER)

Eleanor Fisk and Alban Fisk were all now with them. There had also been a son ca-

lled Edward Blyth Fisk, who was born in 1844, and was named after Edward Blyth,

the man who had married William’s sister Sarah and died earlier that same year.

Sadly, Edward Blyth Fisk only lived for two years, and was buried in Dagnall Street

Baptist Church in 1847, aged 16 months.

Mother Louisa seems to have spent a good part of this period of her life pregnant and

rearing children (that was rate of a child a year for seven years in a row).  The dra-

pery was going well, William was now 15 and old enough to help as a shopman,

they had a different apprentice called John Smart. The family was certainly doing well

for themselves. They had a 29 year old servant called Mary Smith, and a 47 year old

nurse called Jane Barnfeather, who must have helped with all those kids.

Handily, they lived next door to a pub, the Little Red Lion - although as there are

links between the Fisks and the late 19th century temperance movement, that might

not have been a good thing in their minds – in fact, it is likely that the Little Red Lion

was an unwanted neighbour, and many years later (long after William was dead)

would be bought by the Fisks and became part of the shop. But there was an inte-

resting guest in the house in 1851 – 39 year old Joseph Lake. He was a linen dra-

per born in Kelvedon in Esssex, a village just three miles up the road from Tiptree,

where Louisa was born. He is not described as William Fisk’s brother-in-law but as

a ‘visitor’, yet it does look like he was Louisa Lake’s younger brother. If he is, then

this is the same guy who in 1871 was living with his widowed sister-in-law Elizabeth

Lake. This would mean that Louisa Lake had at least one other brother, who died

early, and his widowed wife then moved in with her dead husband’s brother Joseph!

That Elizabeth Lake was born in Messing, a village in between Tiptree and Kelve-

don, so everything fits, and she had been widowed for at least ten years before she

moved in with Joseph Lake. She appears in the 1861 census as ‘house proprietor’

and was living with an elderly widowed aunt called Sarah Belchem.  All these Lakes

give us some clues to be working with as to Louisa Lake’s past, and with more re-

search something more definite can probably be found, but it is my guess that Louisa

Lake’s parents were either the John P Lake (born in Kelvedon in 1785 but a 76 year

old widower in 1861) or otherwise Thomas P Lake (Kelvedon, 1785) and his wife Eli-

zabeth Lake (1776 in Ratten, Suffolk). The Fisk family was still living in the High

Street ten years later, the time of the 1861 census. By this time, several of the chil-

dren had left home. William had married Sarah Short and was a Baptist minister ne-

arby in King’s Langley, Louisa had married a Baptist minister called John Wright

Moore and was living in Folkstone, Thomas was a Baptist minister in Kidderminster

and James had married Anne Alice Trollope, but was living in another part of the ex-

panding shop in the High Street and helping his father to manage the shop, while

also forging a life as prominent member of the local religious, commercial and poli-

tical community - he’d become one of the most important people in 19th century St

Albans.

LONDON GAZETTE 18 JUNE 1878

The parents were now 54, and Frances was 17, Edward was 16

and Eleanor was 13. Sarah was recorded as working elsewhere as

a teacher in St Albans, but she was probably still living at home and

just temporarily absent at the time of the census. However, this was

also a sad time for the Fisk family, because the youngest son, Alban,

had died aged nine, and was buried in Dagnall Street along with his

late older brother Edward.

They were all still drapers, and the older daughter Frances was now

helping with the business, along with two assistants, 21 year old Au-

gustus Edwards and 17 year old Joseph Clark. They had a new ser-

vant working for them, 20 year old Susannah Wakefield. But our

great great grandfather Ebenezer Edward does not seem have

been drafted into working for the family. Instead, he was working as

a cabinet maker.

But as the various adverts show, the shop was expanding into all

kinds of different areas of business, not just clothing, and eventually

came to be described as a departmental store, so perhaps Ebene-

zer Edward’s cabinet making was connected somehow to the shop.

The family was still at the same house in 1871. 



William and Louisa were in their sixties by this time. Sarah Fisk was back

living there, now aged 29, and Ebenezer Edward, now 27, was also recor-

ded as being there, although he had married by this time and like two of his

brothers had become a Baptist minister, so he was probably just on a visit.

Eleanor, aged 23 was the third child still living with them.  Frances, howe-

ver, had left. She too had married a Baptist minister called Isaac Watts and

had gone to live in Godmanchester. The Fisk family also still had a house

servant, this time 28 year old Ann Constable. The draping business was

going well. William, the father, was considered a ‘master draper’ and was

now employing ten assistants, and one ‘boy’. Sarah seems to have been

one of those assistants, but Eleanor was working as a teacher. But the com-

pany was now called William Fisk & Son, Wholesale & retail linen and wo-

ollen drapers, hosiers and milliners, and was trading from the buildings at

numbers 21, 23, 25 and 27 (that is using the current numbering system,

which was changed in 1896 with odd numbers on one side of the road and

even numbers on the other). The building was getting bigger and bigger.

The High Street heritage article also explains the opening hours. Until early

closing was introduced in the 1870s, they would stay open as late as 11.00

pm on a Saturday. William was also still active in the church, and Derek

Turner’s book mentions how he helped to set up the first Baptist meetings

in nearby Sandridge in 1875.

By ‘Fisk and Son’ we are referring to their second oldest, James, who was

now living next door with his wife, his two children, and eight drapers’ as-

sistants, presumably employees of the company. According to the news-

paper report of James Fisk’s life, and also an announcement in the London

Gazette, he took over his father’s business in 1878. In 1879, William be-

came involved in a dispute with ES Wiles at Number 33, who was melting

tallow and causing an unbearable stench that William believed was the re-

ason one of his employees had gone down with effluvia. It seems he won

his case and Wiles was fined 40 shillings. The article also explains how the

staff would gather with the family for Sunday roast, with William doing the

carving, and later his son James, the new manager of the shop.

By 1881, father William Fisk was registered as a ‘retired draper’, and so it

was his son James, now 44, was now running the show, himself classed in

the census that year as a ‘master draper and clothier’, and employing 6

men and 9 women. Not only were they involved in drapery and clothing,

but had also progressed to boot manufacturing, and James’ own son, yet

another William, was also working for the company. This son James, as we

shall see, was also on the way to becoming one of the most important men

in the town, and his own son William would very much follow in his father’s

footsteps.

The address they give is 15, High Street, but as shown in the adverts and

pictures of the Fisk and Son shop, it actually took up several different buil-

dings and eventually grew into a department store. William Fisk senior was

73 by now, and 1881 would be the year that he died, and a report on his

death was published in the Herts Advertiser (reproduced here), where it is

made clear that he was a highly respected man and very much mourned.

A plaque was hung on the wall in his memory of a man who ‘faithfully ser-

ved the lord and this church’, and is still hangs there today. His will was pro-

ved by his sons the Rev. William Fisk of Arnsby (dissenting minister & son),

St Albans clock tower is right

next to the site of the former

drapery.

Here it is on a late 19th cen-

tury postcard.

Right, the Little Red Lion, the

pub that was next door to the

Fisk shop and closed in 1903.

Plaque on the wall of Dagnall Street Baptist Church

James Fisk of St. Albans (draper & son) and a

Joseph Wiles of St. Albans (corn merchant).

Strangely, despite dedicating so many years of

service to the Baptist church in Dagnall Street,

William Fisk was not buried there but at St Pe-

ters Church, which is not Baptist, which is where

I found his grave when I visited St Albans in

March 2010. Dagnall Street’s church was re-

constructed a few years after William Fisk’s

death, and the cemetery was built over. It is my

suspicion that William knew that was going to

happen, and that’s why he decided it would be a

wiser move to be buried somewhere a bit more

permanent. An inscription reads ‘shall he live

again’ and includes two quotes from the Bible as-

sociated to resurrection. His wife Louisa lived on

for a further five years, and died at the age of 79

in 1886, her will being proved by the same three

men. She is buried in the same grave as her hus-

band, along with two of their daughters, Eleanor

and Sarah. The organ at the Baptist Church, ac-

cording to Derek Turner’s book, was enlarged by

her grandson, William Fisk, in her memory.



WILLIAM FISK’S WILL (1881)
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DEATH OF WILLIAM FISK
(HERTS ADVERTISER, 26TH NOV 1881)

SNIPPETS FROM THE HISTORY OF DAGNALL
STREET BAPTIST CHURCH (DEREK TURNER)

William Fisk’s will written on a huge document, which is

only partially reproduced here, and most of it legal

speak and doesn’t say much more than the fact he left

his estate to his sons James and William and also to a

corn merchant called Joseph Wiles. That’s curious, be-

cause he had had a bit of a run-in once with the Wiles,

but I assume this Mr Wiles was using the High Street

property for his corn business – if ever the building was

sold, the value was to be shared between all eight of

the children, who also got a thousand pounds each.

Meanwhile, everything the house contained went to his

wife Louisa, who was to be given her rightful share of

the profits of the business and William’s other inves-

tments.

There is also a codicit, which I have not managed to

get hold of, but which seems to be the part that con-

cerned William’s sister Sarah, and a dispute that James

Fisk was involved in arbitrating.

The text reads “Of me William Fisk, of Saint Albans in
the County of Hertford, draper and clothier, I give and
bequeath to my dear wife Louisa all of my household
furniture, plates, linen, glass, china and all of other hou-
sehold assets for her own absolute use and benefit. I
give and bequeath to each of my eight children the sum
of one thousand pounds to be paid on their attaining
the age of twenty one years. I give and bequeath to my
executor Joseph Wiles the sum of thirteen pounds ni-
neteen shillings. I give and bequeath all the residue of
my private estate and efforts to my sons William Fisk
and James Fisk and my friend Joseph Wiles of Saint
Albans aforesaid corn dealer. Their executors, admi-
nistrators and assignees respectively on trust to rein-
vest and get in my other xxx personal estate and invest
the monies to arise from such xxx personal estate in
the leasehold securities in England and Wales with li-
berty for the said trustees or trustee to vary and trans-
port the investments from time to time to any other
investment of the description aforesaid and upon fur-
ther trust to permit and empower my said wife to re-
ceive the annual income of the said amounts of the
stocks, funds and securities whereon the same shall be
invested during her life and after her death upon trust
for all my said eight children to be divided equally
among them their respective executors, administrators

and signees share and share alike as tenants in common and I give and bevist all my real
and leasehold estate to which I shall be entitled at the time of my death unto my said wife
for the term of her natural life and after her death I give and bevist all my real and leasehold
estate to which I shall be entitled at the time of my death to my said sons, the said William

Fisk and James Fisk and the said Joseph Wiles
their said executors, administrators and signees
on trust as soon as conveniently may be after
the death of my said wife to sell and dispose of
the same either together or in parts by public
auction or private contract with the power to
make any special conditions as to title or evi-
dence of title or otherwise and with a power to
buy in the premises.” After that, most of what he

says is legal speak, but the basic gist is that if

ever his estate was sold by William, James or

Joseph, then its value should be shared equally

between each of the eight children – and no wife

or husband of their could interfere.

The will also includes numerous stamps of com-

panies that must have been the investments

and securities William Fisk was referring to –

these include the Punjab and Delhi Railway

Company, the Brazilian Submarine Telegraph

Company, the bank of British North America (we

call that Canada these days), the London and

North Western Railway Company, the madras

railway Company and others.



William Fisk and Louisa lake’s grave at St Peter’s in St Albans. The inscription reads: IN LOVING MEMORY OF WILLIAM FISK who died Novem-

ber 14, 1881 aged 74 years. Shall he live again. He shall rise again in the resurrection on the last day. And he shall be as the light of the

morning, when the sun riseth, even a morning without clouds”

Also of LOUISA the beloved wife of the above who fell asleep in Jesus October 20, 1886, aged 79 years. Forever with the lord.



The other children of James Fisk and Sarah Lucking
William Fisk’s father, James Fisk, mentioned in his will of 1834 that as well

as William, he had a daughter, Sarah Fisk, who was born in St Osyth in

1805, and who had married Edward Blyth of Thorpe le Soken. He did indeed.

The couple appears in the 1841 census, and was living in Tendring, which is

just three miles up the road from Thorpe – just two doors up the road from

Sarah’s now widowed mother, Sarah Fisk (nee Lucking).

Edward Blyth was a farmer, the second youngest of a massive family of

twelve children born to a local man called William Blyth (1757 - 1812) and his

wife, the former Mary Wilson (1765 - 1816), both of whom would have been

dead by the time of the wedding.

Somebody’s Blyth history on the Internet explains how, as sarah was just 20

at the time, Sarah’s father, James, gave consent to to the marriage as she

was a minor. The marriage was due to take place in St Osyth.

But Sarah Fisk’s wedded bliss didn’t last long. Edward Blyth died only a few

years after they would have been married, in Tendring in 1844, and they had

no children together.

The aforementioned Blyth history says that Edward Blyth signed a will on

April 15, 1841, when living in Thorpe le Soken. He was buried on December

5, 1844 in Kirby le Soken, Essex. Sarah was executor of the will, and inheri-

taed all of his estate including the lease of farms in Thorpe le Soken and at

Folly Gate, St Osyth. She was to have all the farm stock, implements, per-

sonal goods and money that Edward had at the time of his death.

Edward Blyth must have been very dear to the whole Fisk family, because

Sarah’s brother William, namedone of his own sons Edward Blyth later tha

same year in honour of his late brother-in-law.

In 1847, she married again, once again in Tendring, this time to some-

body called Thomas Miller, who was four years older than she was. Tho-

mas was, like her late first husband, a farmer, from Boyton in Suffolk,

and with her second husband, Sarah went to a live in a village close to

Thomas’ hometown, Tunstall.

Their address was in Woodbridge Road. The 1851 census tells us that

they had 130 acres, and were employing nine workers, one of which, 32

year old Thomas Lawyer, was living with them. They also had two fe-

male servants, Ann and Betsy Smith.

It must have been a dairy farm, because in 1861, one of their two ser-

vants, Charlotte Aldred, is described as a ‘dairy servant’, while the other

Jane Pettitt, was a ‘house servant, and Ann Howard was their ‘charwo-

man’.

They were still employing nine agricultural workers, as well as five ‘boys’.

In 1871, Thomas was now a 66 year old retired farmer, and he and

Sarah were living in Woodbridge, having sold the farm, it seems. They

had a 56 year old servant called Phoebe Webb.

Fisk Family Papers never mentions this second husband, and neither

does it mention any childre, and I have found no evidence that Sarah

had children by either of her two men.

As the Blyth family site says, and verified by other sources, Sarah died

on Spril 9, 1886 in Thorpe le Soken. She was buried in Kirby le Soken.

The curious thing is that although she had lived with her second hus-

band gor forty years, she was buried with her first husband, Edward

Blyth, which must have been a little uncomfortable for her second hous-

band of so many years.!

The inscription on the tombstone reads:

Sacred / to the memory of

EDWARD BLYTH

late of Thorpe-le-Soken

youngest son of

WILLm and MARY BLYTH

late of Sneating Hall in this Parish

who died Nov 28 1844 aged 47 Years

Dear to the rich man by the poor one blest thy cherished name

on memory's page shall rest

Affection weeps tho' thou to bliss removed and mourns thy loss

regretted and beloved 

also of

SARAH MILLER

the beloved wife of THOMAS MILLER

of Thorpe-le-Soken

and widow of the above EDWARD BLYTH

who peacefully departed this life 

April 9 1886 aged 81 years

Nothing in my hand I bring

Simply to Thy cross I cling

Thomas outlived her, he was ‘living on his own means’ next door to

Thorpe-le Soken police station in the 1891 census, an 85 year old wi-

dower in the company of his 60 year old cook, Eliza Mills.

James Fisk’s Letter

This letter was attached to William Fisk’s will and was sent in 1884 by a

St Albans solicitor, but was also signed by James Fisk, William’s son

and Sarah Fisk’s niece. It must have something to do with Sarah Fisk,

who in this letter is referred to as Mrs Miller, which was her name after

her second marriage.

She was being asked to sign an attached document, and this operation

also involved the wills of her late first husband, Edward Blyth, and that

of ‘your’ grandfather. I am nor sure who this was referring to, but it is cu-

rious that because of all this, Edward and Sarah’s wills ended up in the

Hertfordshire Archives, even though they never lived in the county. The

archives also include the will of Henry Lake of Great Berkhamsted,

1837. Could that have been William Fisk’s wife Louisa lake’s father, and

therefore the ‘your’ grandfather mentioned in this letter?

Just what Sarah needed these wills for is not clear. She was not men-

tioned in her brother William Fisk’s will – perhaps that was the source of

the controversy?

JAMES FISK’S LETTER 1884



The older of the three children was James Fisk, who Fisk Family Papers

says died at sea and was buried in Bombay, India in 1827, when he was

just 23.

I can find nothing to provide any background to the exact circumstances

of how this happened, but it was probably not a military death, as any

large scale fighting in Bombay ended in 1817.

It is probably more likely that James was there in some kind of business

or trading capacity and died of illness or a sea accident.

As one website says on the history of Bombay, “with increasing prospe-

rity and growing political power following the 1817 victory over the Mara-
thas, the British embarked upon reclamations and large scale enginee-
ring works in Bombay. The sixty years between the completion of the
vellard at Breach Candy (1784) and the construction of the Mahim Cau-
seway (1845) are the heroic period in which the seven islands were mer-
ged into one landmass. 
“These immense works, in turn, attracted construction workers, like the
Kamathis from Andhra, who began to come to Bombay from 1757 on. A
regular civil administration was put in place during this period.”


