
THE CALDERS
CALDER: MEANING AND ORIGIN OF THE NAME

As usual there are a number of theories for where

the name came from, but there are claims it was

Scottish.

“First found in Inverness-shire, thought to have
been a Pict stronghold, where they held a family
seat from very ancient times. Hugh de Cadella
(Klaedouer) is said to have aided Scottish King
Malcolm Ceanmore, for which he was granted the
Nairnshire thaneship of Cawdor, and made a
baron in 1060. Records show that a Hugh de Ka-
ledouer, perhaps a descendant, was a witness to
a charter of land near Montrose in, Angus, round
1178.”

But then again another story goes: “The Calder
surname was a habitational name, taken on from
any of the various places called Calder, Caldor, or
Cawdor; such as Calder in Thurso, which is re-
corded from the early 13th century, and Calder in
Cumbria. Some of these place names are thought
to come from the Old Norse "kalfr," meaning "calf,"
and "dalr," meaning "valley;" while others likely de-
rive from the Welsh words "caled" meaning "hard"

or "violent" and "dwfr," meaning "water," or
"stream."

Another website reckons it “is a locational name
from Calder in Cumberland, or from any of the va-
rious places in Scotland called Calder or Cawdor.
The Cumbrian place, recorded as "Calder" in the
1179 Pipe Rolls of that county, and as "Kildre" in
1231, derives its name from the river on which it
stands.
“Early examples of the surname include: Adam de
Calder (Cumberland, 1179); Donal of Calder (Dun-
manglas, Inverness, 1419); and John Calder,
noted in the Exchequer Rolls of Scotland, dated
1589. James Tait Calder, author, wrote a merito-
rious "History of Caithness" in 1861, and Sir Ro-
bert Calder, who fought at the Battle of St. Vincent,
was knighted in 1797; he was created baronet in
1798, and made admiral in 1810. 
“A Coat of Arms granted to the Calder family is a
gold shield, a buck's head erased attired with ten
black tynes, within four stars and as many cres-
cents alternately disposed orleways azure. The
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George Badenoch married Margaret Calder, some time around 1836. Ge-

orge was from the family of nine children born in Cairnie to Alexander Ba-

denoch and Margaret Smith.

They had four children of their own, James Badenoch (1837), George Ba-

denoch (1840), Margaret Badenoch (1844) and Alexander Badenoch

(1850), George junior being the grandfather of our grandfather Kenneth

Badenoch, and the one who would end up moving to London.

George senior moved from Cairnie to Mortlach (Dufftown), which is where

he married Margaret Calder, although they would eventually live in the

larger town of Huntly.

Margaret Calder was born in Mortlach, and this section takes a look at

the Calder family.

For a long time, I was totally stuck with Margaret Calder, and had no idea

about her family background. It was only by a total stroke of luck that it all

fell into place, all thanks to her and George’s only daughter, also called

Margaret.

In 1861, for some reason, the 17 year old Margaret was not at the family

home, but was visiting a William Calder and his family in a village called Ca-

brach. She is not recorded as a relative, but surely this was some kind of

a clue. Poking around this Calder family, it turned out that there is a Cana-

dian living in Toronto called Art Leitch who has been doing some pretty tho-

rough research into them.

We got in touch, and played around with the theory that Margaret Badenoch

was actually visiting her uncle William Calder, and that therefore, he was

Margaret Calder’s sister. This was finally confirmed when we found Mar-

garet Calder’s death certificate, which names her parents as the same ones

as Williams’. Margaret was indeed the daughter of John Calder and Mar-

garet Stewart.

This is, of course, of particular interest to Aunty Sue’s family, because it

shows that although she became a Stewart by marrying Uncle Garry, she

actually already had Stewart heritage in her all along, coming from her

great, great, great grandmother Margaret Stewart.

But aside from the fact that they are mentioned by name on both their chil-

dren’s death certificates, there is not much else we know about John Cal-

der or Margaret Stewart. They would both have been born some time

around the 1780s in Banffshire and probably married around 1809, be-

cause it was a year after that that their daughter Margaret was born.

John is stated a being born in Mortlach, as were both their children, so it is

also a fairly safe bet to say that his wife was from there as well. There were

most probably other Calder children after Margaret in 1810, but the only

one Art Leitch and me know of so far is Art’s own ancestor, William, born in

1821. It seems very unlikely that they would have waited eleven years for

their second child.

Joan Calder (approx 1785 – 1860) and Margaret Stewart (approx 1885 – 1840)

first recorded spelling of the family name is
shown to be that of Hugh de Kaledouer,
charter witness, which was dated 1178, in
the "Register of Arbroath Abbey", Forfars-
hire, Scotland, during the reign of King Wi-
lliam, known as "The Lion" of Scotland, 1165
- 1214.”



MARGARET CALDER’S DEATH CERTIFICATE, AUGUST 28, 1889

Margaret Stewart and John Calder could quite conceivably have still been

alive at the time of the 1841 census, they were only in their fifties. Howe-

ver, there does not seem to be any obvious Margaret (Stewart) Calder. 

John Calder may have still been alive. In 1841, the most likely candidate

is a shoemaker that was living 40 miles away to the south at a placed ca-

lled Beries Loch in the village of Birse. It is not certain whether this is the

same man, but the fact that his son was also a shoe maker does provide

some support. 

Ten years later, the same shoemaker called John Calder seemed to have

moved to Old Machar, which is now part of metropolitan Aberdeen. His

address is Windmill Brae 2 Kiddels Court, and his profession is given as

shoemaker. He was living with his brother-in-law, a 30-year old coal car-

ter from Strachan, Kincardine called John Furner.

That could provide a clue to the earlier generation of Calders, but I can find

no reference to any John Furner that married any potential sisters called

Calder.

Margaret Calder (1810 – 1889)

Margaret Calder’s death certificate pro-

ves that she was the daughter of John

Calder and Margaret Stewart. Her youn-

ger brother William’s death certificate

proves he was from the same couple, so

this certificate is also proof that there

was Stewart ancestry in the Badeloch

line.

As the Internet surname database ex-

plains: “This famous clan surname is re-
garded as the royal name of Scotland. It
is however arguably of Olde English pre
7th century origins as it derives from the
ancient word "stigweard", the later ste-
ward, a compound of "stig" meaning
household, and "weard", a guardian. 
As such it was the status and title used
by an officer who controlled the domes-
tic affairs of a royal or noble household.
In Scotland after the 12th century it took
on a meaning of even greater impor-
tance, and described the Steward of
Scotland, the highest post in the king-
dom, below that of the monarch. The
Scottish royal family surname of Stuart
or Stewart, the spellings have and con-
tinue to vary over the centuries, origina-

ted from their holding
the hereditary of-
fice of High
Steward over
several centu-
ries from
about 1157.
In so far that
the royal fa-
mily of Ste-
wart family
originally had a
surname it was the French "Dapifer", the
family of that name having come from
Brittany, in Northern France after the
conquest of England in 1066. King Ro-
bert 11nd, 1371 - 1392, was the first
"Steward" to hold the crown of Scotland. 
The earliest recordings of the surname
include Nicholas Staward of Somerset
in the Hundred Rolls of 1273, and Wi-
lliam le Fiz Stywarde of Berwick in 1296.
The first recorded spelling of the family
name is believed to be that of Rogere se
Stiwerd. This was dated circa 1100, in
the "Old English Byname Register". 

John Calder and Margaret Stewart had at least two children,

but probably more. Margaret Calder, as we know, was born in

1810 and married a farm labourer called George Badenoch,

and had four children, including George Badenoch junior, who

would move to London.

As well as being a housewife, Margaret did some farm labou-

ring, and later in life was a professional knitter. They first lived

in Mortlach, but moved to Huntly in the early 1840s, and it

seems that Margaret didn’t see all that much of husband, as

he spent most of his life labouring on other farms in the area.

Her husband died in 1875 while away working at a farm in

Rhynie, which had a history of being a particularly harsh one to

work on, but Margaret lived on the age of 79, dying on August

26, 1889. 

The coroner’s verdict was heart dropsy, which one website ex-

plains is “a collection of fluid within the pericardium. There is a
feeling of uneasiness, or pressure in the cardiac region, a slight
cough, difficult and irregular respiration, faintness, disinclina-
tion to lie down, a feeble pulse, capricious appetite, disturbed
sleep and delirium. If there is stupor, cold extremities, the pers-
piration clammy, and the action of the heart very much disor-
dered, it usually proves fatal.”
There was an old Scottish tradition that the cure for dropsy was

to fast and drink your own urine. I am not sure whether this old

belief had died out by the time Margaret passed away.

Her son James was the witness of her death, and two of her

other children, Margaret and Alexander, were still living fairly

locally when it happened, but by this time, George Badenoch

was long settled in London.

STEWART: MEANING AND ORIGIN

Huntly Square and George Street, both places where Margaret Calder lived and in a picture taken sround the time she died. Scottish

History Online says it “is surrounded by fine buildings many dating back to the first half of the 18th century and is with out doubt been

the focal point for the inhabitants of Strathbogie and the surrounding area over the centuries. Originally a market Square by the end of

the 18th century 'The Square' was to see the livestock markets move to the edges of the town, with other forms of markets dieing out.

However the Feein’ Markets a traditional country ‘Hiring Fair’ held originally for the employment of the local farm labour was not to  end

until the onset of the Second World War.”



1836
June 4. This same day went in search of Alexander
McIntosh, a boy aged ten years, who lost his way
the previous evening while following a few sheep in
the hill of Beldornie, belonging to J. Simpson, Bel-
cherie. The night being very warm, with a thick fog,
he wandered in the mountains the whole night and
reached a house early in the morning at Corse-
maul, in the parish of Mortlach.
July 27. Attended Glass market. The sale of cattle
was very limited and the demand dull, there being
few buyers present, only one cattle dealer from the
south of the Grampian hills.
October 27. This day brought a great change of
weather. Snow has fallen to a great depth. About
one-fourth of the crops in this parish is yet unse-
cured. In the Upper Cabrach some of the farmers
have not commenced even at this late season. The
ground was covered over for seven days.
November 1. A new school and schoolhouse is fi-
nished at Kirktown, Cabrach.
December 29. A gentleman upon the coach trave-
lling through the town of Dumfries upon the 17th of
this month heard the bellman crying that harvest
hooks are wanted for to work upon a farm in the
neighbourhood, 12sh per week and victuals offe-
red.
1837
April 3 and 4. The frost is intense and the scarcity
of fodder is alarming, it being almost exhausted.
The famine is general. The ewes are lambing and
the lambs are immediately frozen to death.
April 17. The snow is still falling. The frost is most
intense. There is an extraordinary depth in the hills.
It is more weighty near Banff, Marnoch, Rothiemay
and Grange than at Cabrach. The cattle have been
upon allowance for months and are now very lean.
The times are most alarming.
April 20. This day has brought a change of wea-
ther. The wind is shifted to the south, it is now
fresh, and the snow is dissolving fast. There is not
the appearance of a black spot in the district of
Badchier. The deer in the forests of Blackwater and
Glenfiddich are dying for want of food. This is the
day of Dufftown market. 
June 8. There are eight persons in the town of Ne-
ther Ardwell at present dangerously ill. The fever is
very contagious and medical men are at a loss to
know how to treat with it. It affects the brain very
much and causes derangement, with the loss of
different of the faculties. The cattle and horses are
in starvation. In Paisley there are upwards of
10,000 hands unemployed.
June 26. His Majesty Wm the 4, king of Great Bri-
tain, died upon the 20th at Windsor Palace of water
in the chest. He is succeeded by Alendrina Victo-
ria, daughter of the Duke of Kent.
July 19. This day has been remarkable for thunder
and lightning during the whole day. It was like a
serpent in form, stretching forth in a south-east di-
rection, about a mile in length. It resembled the
smoke of a steam engine, being stationary in body,
but a strong current of matter was visible running in
its internal parts. It had a twisted-like appearance,
having a head like a snake.
1838
January 1. Eighteen hundred and thirty seven is
gone, a year unprecedented for a bad stormy
spring and an abundant harvest. The snow did not
break up until the 20th of April and we did not enjoy
a fresh warm day until the 9th or 10th June. Fodder
and grass for cattle a complete famine in the early
part of the year. Hay was a very bad crop but ex-
cellent in quality. Cattle sold off in the end of the
year considerably well, but small prices.
February 5. This day went out in search of James
Ramsay, who was amissing since the 16th of Ja-
nuary. He was at a roup belonging to Alex Bain,

merchant, Poyneed. He was supposed to have
perished by reason of the intense frost. The
greater part of the men of the parish met at
Auchmair, at least upwards of 200, and after a
fruitless search of six hours returned without
finding him. As much snow had fallen since he
was lost he was not missed for about 14 days.
He was a native of the parish of Mortlach but
had generally resided in this neighbourhood
this 20 years engaged in farm service during
the winter and driving cattle in summer.
August 16. Attended a cattle show at Dufftown,
the first given in that district by the Highland So-
ciety – John Smith, cattle dealer, Strathdon,
and John Mitchell, cattle dealer, Enzie, judges.
October 12. The weather remarkable cold, hard
frost, snow on the ground and still falling. The
crops are all buried up with snow. Cattle in star-
vation and in many cases people have not hou-
sing to give them. Meal is now very scarce and
dear.
December 20. The smallpox is very prevalent
in all the surrounding countries...James Dun-
can4, Drywells, is very bad, also Alexr Duncan,
tailor, and his family, in Loanhead.
1839
March 15. Charles Stewart, farmer, Haddoch,
Upper Cabrach, perished in the hills between
Cabrach and Rhynie. 
September 15. The Deveron rose to an extent
that was only six inches below what height she
reached in 1829. She carried off the bridges at
Lesmurdie, Tornichelt, Milton of Upper Ca-
brach, Wallakirk, and other three bridges in
Glass. 
1840
June 7. The seven church doors of the seven
suspended ministers of Strathbogie they have
sealed up to keep out the ministers of the Ge-
neral Assembly. 
November 16. This is the day of the feeing mar-
ket at Rhynie, tremendous for rain and sleet.
There is a considerable portion of the crop still
out in the parishes around. It was generally all
cut about a month ago and is now perishing in
the stook. 
1868
The turnips by the middle of September were
all white on the tops, having a vermin-like green
beetle. There were several heavy showers of
rain in the third week of August and no more
rain till near the end of the year. The cattle of
Robertson, the tenant of Sockach Ward, and
also Bracklach, Upper Cabrach, got no straw
during winter. 

1878
On the last day of December there was a sho-
wer of rain in the evening which ended in snow
with hard frost which bound the snow as hard
as a board, the effects of which barred out the
sheep and the wild fowls from getting any sus-
tenance from the face of nature. Hence a great
number of the deer died, also of all fowls and
wild animals.
1879
The people on 7th March turned out to open
the roads which have been shut for over 14
weeks. Thirty men wrought at the Glacks of Ba-
lloch and they were not able to clear more than
that same day, say 200 yards. 
It still rained throughout the months of June,
July and August. The turnips were sown when
the land was in a puddle of wetness and scar-
cely any of them were hoed for the first time at
Glass market. The crop became a perfect fai-
lure, the worst turnip crop during this century.
The oats began to come into ear only about the
20th August and some of it only about 1st Sep-
tember. In the upland districts there was no-
thing in the grain, but the straw was first rate,
being green and sappy. Potatoes were a poor
crop, good to eat but exceeding small.
1881
On 3rd March there was a tempest of wind and
drift which continued for three days. It blocked
up all the railways for days and caused the
death of 30 fat cattle on the Highland Railway
near Dalwhinnie. Several swine perished below
the snow. The loss by sea was very great. No
fewer than 33 vessels were lost on the north-
east coast, with 150 lives. 
The frost being most intense made perfectly
rotten one of the best turnip crops ever seen
here, causing immense loss to farmers throug-
hout Scotland. 
1882
Hurricanes of wind in February dried the corn
stacks and prevented the straw from rotting.
The summer was wet and sultry. The turnips
were a very poor crop upon all damp soils, for
they could not be cleaned up by hoeing owing
to the wet weather. There was a remarkable
growth of grass all the season, and the cereal
crops were pretty fair, especially after lea.
1883
An intense drought, in which turnips could not
be braird, was followed by rain and cold wea-
ther and turnips were not a half crop over the
North of Scotland. There was no peat season
and people in general had to use coals.

A CABRACH DIARY 1836-1887 BY JOHN TAYLOR OF BOGHEAD
John Taylor kept a diary for much of the 19th century of events in the village of 

Cabrach. This page gives a few extracts that describe what was a hard life for all,

where the main issues were invariably the harsh weather and simply trying to grow

enough food to eat. The photo shows a typical Cabrach view today.



William Calder (1821 – 1899)
So, we only know for sure that Margaret Calder had

one brother, William, who was born eleven years

after she was. There were almost certainly other

brothers and sisters, but we have found no record

for them.

William Calder was born in 1821, and although he

gives his place as birth as Mortlach (Dufftown) in

very census, in 1871 he is more specific and gives

‘Glenrinnes’, which is a farming region four miles

southwest of the town, but part of the parish of Mor-

tlach all the same.

He was 20 at the time of the 1841 census, and if the

John Calder that appears in the 1841 and 1851 cen-

suses is the right one, then William had followed in

his father’s footsteps, pardon the pun, and become

a ‘shoe ap’, which presumably means shoe makers

apprentice. Like his sister, he was living in Mortlach,

his address being Kirkton Sreet.

The interesting thing is that he was living with a 38

year old lady called Elspet Calder, who was living

independently, and her 4 year old son William Glass

(see separate box).

Sometime after that, he moved down the road to ne-

arby Cabrach, and to be more precise, Milltown of

Lesmurdie, which is described in James Taylor’s

1920 book “Cabrach Feerings”, a rambling descrip-

tion of the villages in the area.

“Turning back from the Ardwell and the Upper Ca-
brach road for the present” he writes “we continue
the journey down the river, coming first to Milltown of
Lesmurdie, which belongs to Mr James Taylor. The
Taylors have occupied the Milltown since shortly be-
fore Culloden, when Mr Taylor's great-grandfather
removed from Invercharroch. The land owned by Mr
Taylor was originally part of the Lesmurdie estate,
and was purchased by him from the late Colonel
Leslie. Here, as at most other "touns" of the Ca-
brach, there were several houses, occupied by the
farmer, the miller and the joiner, while in a corner of
the steading was a building used for some years as
a school.” In this rural community of tradespeople,

William Calder continued making shoes.

We know he was there because his marriage record

mentions it.

On July 18, 1850, he married Helen Mitchell, and

the entry in the Cabrach Parish Records states “Wi-
lliam Calder Shoemaker at Miltown of Lesmurdie
and Helen Mitchell lawful daughter of Alexander Mit-
chell in Tomnavoulin both in this Parish were this
day proclaimed proprimo pro secundo 7 July pro ter-
tio 14 July and murrico 18th July.”

Born in Mortlach in 1902, by 1841, Els-

pet Calder was 38 and living in the same

house as William Calder, and they must

have been related in some way. 

This Elspet seems must be related in

some way, although I have no definite

link. She lived in Mortlach for all of her

long life, eventually dying in 1975 at the

age of 73 years of Chronic Brights Dise-

ase, as it says on her death certificate,

which is definitely hers, because her son

William Glass was the informant of her

death. 

Here it also reconfirms who her parents

were, both deceased by now: a crofter

called William Calder and his wife Helen

Stuart. It seems very likely, therefore,

that Elspet’s father (William Calder) was

the brother of William and Margaret Cal-

der’s father (John Calder), and therefore

William Calder junior and Elspet were

cousins. There is proof of this though.

And what about this wee bairn William

Glass? If he is Elspet’s son, why does

he have a different surname? Calder

was not a name Elspet married into, be-

cause her death certificate proves that

father was a Calder. 

Elspet must have been married until at

least 1837, when her son was born, to a

man called Glass, but in 1841 he was

gone, and although she reverted back to

her maiden name, her son stayed as a

Glass.

In 1851, Elspet was living in Back Lane,

Mortlach, now labouring, and 14 year

old William was still at school. In 1861

she was on her own, still labouring and

back in Kirkton Street, while in her last

census entry before her death, she was

knitting stockings in the same house and

living with her younger sister Elsie, who

was a massive 17 years younger than

she was, born in 1821. The odd thing is

that there is no record of this sister exis-

ting before that.

Elspeth Calder: possible missing link

Quite a lively community in William Calder’s time, all that remains of Milltown of Lesmurdie

today are ruins like these.

Helen was a year older than he was, in a year later, in the 1851 census, they were all snuggled

up together in their Milltown of Lesmurdie home with their first daughter, 7 month old Helen Cal-

der, William still making shoes, but not employing anybody.

They were still there in 1861, both now just turned forty, and William was now a ‘master shoe-

maker’. They had also made a fine contribution to the Scottish population. Daughter Helen was

now 10, and had been joined by Margaret Calder (8), Alexander Calder (7), Jean Calder (5), Els-

pet Calder (3) and Ann Calder (1). However, there was a 17 year old in the house as well, Mar-

garet Badenoch. No mention is made of this on the census entry, but she was actually their

cousin, one of Margaret Calder and George Badenoch’s four children. Just why she had pop-

ped down to Cabrach to see her aunt and uncle we will never know, but she certainly wouldn’t

have known at the time that in doing so, she was providing the clue to a missing link in all of our

family histories. Funny how these tiny little things can be so important without us realising.

From six kids in 1861, there was just one left, 11 year old Ann in 1871, when the couple were

still living in Milltown of Lesmurdie, William still making shoes.

They were grandparents by now: the 1 year & 6 months old nipper in their care, called William

Bannerman after his father, was the work of their oldest daughter, Helen. The child was born

when she was about 18, but illegitimately. There is no sign of Helen junior in the 1871 census,

but she was around somewhere, because in 1974 she married, to a James Milne, and her next

two children (the unoriginally named daughters Helen and Margaret) were born within wedlock.

By 1881, the couple were in their sixties and finally left Milltown of Lesmurdie, though they did-

n’t go far, just a two or three miles up the road to Bridgend (the

one in Cabrach, as there are two Bridgends in the same small

area, the other just south of Huntly). William was still and sho-

emaker, but also had two and a half acres of land there, making

him what was known in Scotland as a ‘crofter’, roughly the

same as a smallholder today. What seems rather sad is that al-

though their oldest daughter Helen was still happily married to

James Milne and living in Moray with their two daughters, the

illegitimate William Bannerman doesn’t seem to have been wel-

come in the Milne household, and now aged 11, he was still li-

ving with his grandparents.

William and Helen were still going strong in their seventies in

1891, now living in Cabrach at a place called Milton Croft, Wi-

lliam still producing shoes. Once again they had a grandchild li-

ving with them, this time Jeannie McLean, the 9 year old child

of their daughter Margaret, who had married Francis McLean.

They had six children in all, though just why this one was with

her grandparents is a mystery.

William Calder just missed out on the 20th century. His death

certificate has him passing away on September 3, 1899 in Brid-

gend Parish. He was 78 and the cause of death was given as

senile decay. The other details reconfirm that he was indeed

Margaret Calder’s sister: “William Calder M 78 Occupation:
Crofter and Shoemaker - widower of Helen Mitchell - parents:
John Calder Farmer (dec) and Margaret Calder M.S. Stewart
(dec).”



William Calder’s wife Helen Mitchell lived on though, and in

1901 she hadn’t gone to live with any of her children. No, it

seems she was being repaid the favour for bringing up her

illegitimate grandson William Bannerman, the one her son-

in-law seemed to prefer to ostracise, and he was now living

in their Milton Croft home, now a 31 year old crofter and ma-

rried to Barbara with three children, Mary Bannerman (6),

Nelly Bannerman (5) and Maggie Jane Bannerman (2). Ca-

lled Helen Calder/Mitchell here, she was now an 83 year old

annuitant (pensioner), there now being a welfare state that

at least did something to help the elderly.

She made it is far as 90, finally dying on July 7, 1907 of

senile decay (which seems to be the coroner’s way of sa-

ying she basically died of old age).

William Bannerman was the informant, further showing

how their illegitimate grandson seems to have been more

dear to them than anybody else in the family.

There is further evidence of that on a memorial stone that

stands to this day in Upper Cabrach churchyard:

Erected
By

Their Daughter
Helen

In Loving Memory Of
Her Father

William Calder
Died 3 Sep. 1899 Aged 78

And Her Mother
Helen Mitchell

Died 7 June 1907 Aged 91
Also Of Their Grandson

William Bannerman
Died 15 Jan 1941 Aged 70

And His Wife
Barbara Kidd

Died 7 March 1945 Aged 73
Also Their Daughter Elsie

Died 5th Nov. 1987 aged 80.

More derelict houses at

Milltown of Lesmurdie

There now follows a brief summary of William Calder and

Helen Mitchell’s children.

The oldest, Helen Calder, born in 1850, is the one that had

a child, seemingly out of wedlock and when she was 19

years old, that was called William Bannerman. She then ma-

rried a coachman James Milne at Cabrach on February 14,

1874, when she was 23 years of age. In 1891 they were li-

ving at Mains Of Findrassie, New Spynie, Moray, and had

two children, Helen (6) and Maggie (5), but as we saw, Helen’s son William never see-

med to live with them, but with her grandparents, who held that most probably illegitimate

son so dearly that they were even all buried in the same grave.

Ten years later, in 1891, James was still doing the same job, but they were living at 2

Roses Close in Nairn, and the oldest of the two daughters, Helen, was now 16 and a

‘pupil teacher’, which probably means she was a trainee, and that might have had so-

mething to do with their 54 year old lodger, Mary Halliburton, who was a ‘Certificated Te-

acher’. They were still in Nairn in 1901, but living at 7 Seabank Rd. The couple were both

now 50, and Helen’s husband James was still a coachman. The oldest daughter Helen

was now a fully qualified teacher, and the other daughter, Maggie, was working as a do-

mestic lady's maid in Edinburgh.

Helen Calder died in 1927, in Nairn, her death record stating “The Neuk, Crescent Road
- Helen Milne F 78 married to James Milne, Chauffer Retired - parents: William Calder,
Shoemaker (d) & Helen Calder M.S. Mitchell (d) - Cardiac Failure Acute - informant: Ale-
xander Hearch, son-in-law.”

Margaret was born in 1852 and married a widower called Francis McLean, a farm ser-

vant and the son of a woodcuttter. On their marriage certificate, Margaret’s profession is

given as domestic servant. They went to live at Rhinturk Cottage in Cabrach, where Fran-

cis found work at a ‘griever on a farm of 120 acres’ (in other documents his profession is

given as gamekeeper). Francis had a stepdaughter called Isabelle, who was only ten

years younger than his new wife Margaret, so it seems his previous wife, now dead, al-

ready had a child from somewhere before they had married.

They eventually went to live at a place called Berryleys in Boharm, and had six children

in all before Francis McLean died in 1889, leaving Margaret a widow at 35. She lived on

at the same place until she died in 1908. The same year she died, one of her daughters,

Elsie, married a lorryman called Colin Leitch (shown in the picture). They emigrated to Ca-

nada in 1920, and it is their grandson, Art Leitch, who has been helping me with this re-

search of the Calders.

Their daughter Jane Calder ended up at Banff Lunatic

Assylum - as a mental hospital it finally closed down

in 2003 and is now abaandoned.

Colin Leitch (1884-1972), who married Margaret’s

daughter Elsie in 1908.

Together they left for Canada in 1972.



Alexander, born in 1853, became a farm servant at a farm called Tam-

navers in Cabrach, which was owned by one James Robertson, but it is

not clear what became of him after that.

Jane Calder, born in 1855, was living with her uncle James McDonald at

Bardenside in Moray in 1671, when she was 15 years old. This was an

uncle on her mother Helen Mitchell’s side (he had married Helen’s sister

Margaret, while Helen’s brother Peter Mitchell was living at Bardenside

too). He has quite an operation going did James McDonald, because his

farm was 650 acres, 150 of which was arable.

But life came to a sad end for Jane Calder. There is no record of her in the

next two censuses, but she reappears in 1901, when she was an inmate

at Banff Lunatic Asylum in Ladybridge, registered as a former domestic

servant. Banff’s mental hospital was still running at the same site until

2003, when it was closed, and is now a derelict building.

Elspeth ‘Elsie’ Calder, born in 1857, left the Cabrach home very early,

and when she was just 13 she was living at Church Street in nearby Mor-

tlach with a 67 year old lady called Ann Duncan. She also married young,

to a farmer called James McHardy, who had a 70 acre farm (42 acres ara-

ble) at Balloch in Cabrach. Between them had one massive family, no

fewer than ten kids (one of whom was Charles McHardy who served in the

42nd Foot Regiment from 1813-1838 and was finally discharged aged

39). The McHardys continued farming in Cabrach for the rest of their lives.

Elspeth finally died in 1921 at the age of 63. There is a gravestone for

them in Cabrach graveyard, where the inscription reads: “In Memory Of
James McHardy Ballochtown Died 11th Nov. 1921 Aged 71. His Wife Els-
peth Calder Died 6th April 1921 aged 63. Their Son George Died 13th
June 1919 aged 38. Their Daughter Elsie Died 6th Oct. 1975 Aged 86.”

The final daughter was Ann Calder, born in 1859, but I have no record of

her life, so she may have died young.


