
The other children of Alexander Badenoch and Margaret Smith

Elspet Badenoch (1809 - 1867)

George Badenoch, who married Margaret Calder and fathered the child

who would bring our Badenoch line to England, was one of a huge fa-

mily of nine children born to Alexander Badenoch and Margaret Smith of

Cairnie.
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The first child was a daughter, Elspet, born in 1809. On February 11, 1834, at

the age of 25, she married Charles Moir in Tullynessle and Forbes, a village

about 19 miles south of Cairnie. Her husband was born some way off, in Lau-

rencekirk, Kincardineshire, about 40 miles away from Tullynessle and Forbes,

not far from the coast near Montrose.

What’s for sure is that this couple did some moving around in their early years.

As far as I know, they had three sons – there may have been other children –

and the first of these, Charles, was born in Huntly in 1835. Then in 1839, they

had a child called John, and he was born in Clatt.

They had been married for seven years in 1841, when the census was taken,

but being agricultural workers, they were not together at the time, which seems

to have been a common situation for working class couples in early 19th cen-

tury Scotland. They were about four miles apart in the area of the River Ythan

estuary, about 15 miles north of Aberdeen. The funny thing is that neither of

their sons are with them – they were possibly in the care of relatives, but Moir

is very typical Aberdeenshire name and there were tons of Charles and John

Moirs dotted around the area. As the 1841 census doesn’t state the relations-

hips between family members, it would take some unravelling to work out

where they were.

In 1841, Elspet and Charles weren’t in any of the many places they had been

in before. Elspet was now a farm servant on a farm called Overhill in a village

called Foveran. Now, it’s curious she should be living there, because this very

farm is to the Moirs what Stadhaugh in Cratfield is to the Fisks – the sort of

place where it all began, as shown in the extract shown here from ‘Moir Ge-

nealogy’ by Alexander L. Moir. 

The farm was handed down through generations of Moirs, but by the time Els-

pet was working there, the owner was a sprightly young chap of just 24 called

Alexander Argo, living with Ann Argo (either his wife or sister), seven farm ser-

vants and one pauper called John Ligertwood.

Her husband Charles was a couple of miles away in a place called Kinharra-

chie, Ellon, where there were ten people in all, most of which were recorded

with the surnames Mair and Mari, which I suspect are badly transcribed Moirs,

and were relatives of Charles’. The oldest, Alexander ‘Mair’ was a ‘flesher’, a

Scottish term for a butcher, while the others were all farm labourers.

They had a third son, called James Moir, who was born in 1844, and as his

birthplace was Old Machar, About ten miles south from their 1841 homes, and

now part of metropolitan Aberdeen, it seems they had moved yet again. 

James was to live a short live. The Aberdeen Parish Records have his death

recorded on 24 February 1846: “Moir. James, unmd. b. Oldmachar, res. Cha-

pel Street, d. Oldmachar, ag. 2 yrs. 4 mths.”

The cause of death was given as croup “a group of respiratory dise-

ases that often affects infants and children under age 6. It is charac-

terized by a barking cough; a whistling, obstructive sound as the child

breathes in; and hoarseness due to obstruction in the region of the

larynx. It may be mild, moderate or severe, and severe cases, with

breathing difficulty, can be fatal if not treated in a hospital.” For poor

James, it was fatal.

That Chapel Street address (number 31) is the same one that was

given for the family in the 1851 census, by which time they were both

42. Charles is recorded as a general labourer, Elspet does not appear

to be working, and their son John, absent in 1841, is back with them,

now 12 and working as an errand boy for a local clothier.

Lodging in the same house is a ‘journeyman mason’ of 33 called John

McDonald and an 18 year old scholar called Thomas McDonald.

The other son, Charles junior, was 16 by this time and working as a

linen shop porter, and was recorded as a visitor at 23 Dale Street, in

the Gorbals district of Glasgow on the day of the census.

In 1861, they had moved house again, to 188, George Street, now

right in the city centre of Aberdeen, in the area called Bon Accord, in-

famous of course for supplying the football team that suffered a yet to

be beaten world record 36-0 loss to Arbroath in the 1888 Scottish FA

Cup. 52 year old Charles was now a ‘Mason Labourer’, Elspet was

presumably just a housewife, and it was now the older son, Charles,

the former errand boy, who was back living with them and working as

a millwright (a craftsman or tradesman engaged with the construction

and maintenance of machinery).

The other son, John, had left home, and there are so many John

Moirs dotted around the country that it is difficult working out

which was him.

Elspet Moir died in May 1867, as testified by the grave inscrip-

tion described in the Moir Genealogy book by Alexander L. Moir.

She was 58, and was buried in Nellfield Cemetery in Aberdeen.

Her husband Charles lived on for several years as a mason in

Aberdeen, in 1881 recorded as living at 163, George Street,

which could well have been the same house as before, just that

the numbering had changed. By this time, he was living alone as

a retired mason’s labourer, and as stated on the memorial stone

in Nellfield Cemetery, died later that same year.

Overhill Farm, where Elspet worked around

the time of her mariage to Charles Moir
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I’m not sure what became of the younger surviving son John Moir, there are

so many conflicting John Moirs out there, but the older son Charles Moir

married a lady called Agnes Rae from Tarves, Aberdeenshire in 1865, and

together they had at least six children –  Agnes Moir (1867), Charles Moir

(possibly her twin, 1867), James Moir (1869), John Moir (1871), William

Moir (1875) and David Logan Moir (1879).

In 1871, Charles Moir junior was joiner living at 34, Catherine St in Aber-

deen, and ten years later, in 1881, he was doing the same job, but in Glas-

gow, where he land his family lived at 19 Springfield Terrace, Kinning Park.

Charles doesn’t appear on any further censuses, so presumably died in

the 1880s, while his wife Agnes was still living in Kinning Park in 1901.

Briefly, to say what became of Elspet Badenoch’s grandchildren.

Agnes was a 14 year old domestic servant in 1881 and it is hard to track

her for the following years, but she was still alive and unmarried and living

in Glasgow in 1915.

Charles Moir was a railway goods guard in 1891, and a dock labourer in

Govan in 1901.

James, John and William Moir are hard to trace, but as the youngest son

David Logan Moir has a middle name to help us, it is easier to follow his

story, and it’s an interesting one.

On April 10, 1911, David Logan Moir was recorded as arriving on the Sa-

turnia from Glasgow in St John, New Brunswick, Canada. His profession

was given as ‘draper’ and he was heading, I think, for Toronto.

Though now living in Canada, David was in no way exempt from the First

World War when it broke out, for Canada was officially still part of Britain

(it didn’t become independent until 1931). 

There was no conscription in Canada until 1917, which caused a crisis with

the French speaking population. 

But there was still an extraordinary wave of enthusiasm among the Cana-

dians to return to Europe and fight, to the extent that there was controversy

when black people also wanted to sign up, but were originally refused per-

mission to fight ‘a white man’s war’. If only they had known what awaited

them.

David Logan Moir, who had only left Scotland four years ago, was among

the Canadian ‘expeditionary force’ and his enrolment is shown here in

1915. It also reveals that he already had four years of military experience

with the 3rd Rifle Volunteers of Lanarkshire. 

He also gives his next of kin as his older sister Agnes, living in Glasgow,

which suggests (a) that his parents were both dead and (b) none of the

other Moir children were living in Canada too.

Just what role David Moir played in the war, we do not know, but one of the

most important engagements of the Canadians volunteers was the Battle

of Vimy Ridge in the Nord-Pas-de-Calais region of France. I have found no

further record of David Logan Moir after that, but there are very good re-

cords of all the Canadians that died in the First World War, and his name

is not among them, and there are various records of people called David

Moir sailing between Canada and Scotland in the interwar period.

The other Moir brothers would also have been involved in the fighting, and

several with the same name died, but there is not enough evidence to work

out anything definite.

John Badenoch (1811 – approx 1850)
The second son, John Badenoch was born on New Year’s Day, 1811. 

If he did not die in childhood, then the only possibility I can find for him any

later than that is a ‘still man’, whatever that is, who was born in Aberde-

enshire and living at Strathboggie Cottage in Drumblade, near Huntly in

1841. 

There is no mention of his wife, but it seems very likely that he was the

John Badenoch who had married Jean Emslie in 1840 in Huntly. 

After that there is no further record of this John Badenoch, but there is

‘June’ Badenoch living in George Street, Huntly with two children, Eliza-

beth, born in 1842 and Peter, born in 1844 (now aged 9 and 7). She was

a former seamstress, now pauper.

Then in March 1856, that Jean Badenoch married a man called George

Brewster in Huntly – and on the wedding certificate she is recorded as a

widow. 

So, John Badenoch had died, probably before 1851, and Jean married

again, her second husband being an agricultural labourer from Botriphnie,

Banffshire, and they lived at 69, Old Road in Huntly. 

George Brewster was later a grocer and a merchant, and they lived the

rest of their lives In Old Road, and don’t seem to have had any children

of their own.

George Brewster died in 1890, whereupon, now aged 77, Jean went to

live with her daughter from her previous marriage (to the late John Bade-

noch), Elizabeth, who lived at 34, Bogie Street in Huntly.

Elizabeth hadn’t had a massively adventurous life. She looked no further

than Alexander Wilson of Cairnie for a husband, a grocer. 

Both mother and daughter had married grocers, and in 1891 they were

running the shop with the help of Elizabeth’s two oldest sons, Peter (22)

and John (21), while the third of her children, Alexander (17) was an iron-

monger’s assistant. 

I think Elizabeth, the daughter, was also a widow by this point. 

That would fit because in 1901 she was still running the shop, and Ale-

xander had given up the ironmongering and was helping, as was a 27

year old called Jane Donald – recorded as Elizabeth’s stepdaughter, so

obviously she had married again.

Jane (Jean) Badenoch (1813 – 1880s)
The next child after John was Jean Badenoch,

born in 1813. There is no further record of her,

but there could be confusion here with a Jane

Badenoch who does appear. We are relying

here on transcriptions, which are often based on

unreliable squiggles that commonly cause con-

fusion with names like Jane, June or Jean. The

fact is that the only Badenoch births in Cairnie in

the 1810s and 1820s are those to Alexander Ba-

denoch and Margaret Smith. There don’t seem

to have been any other Badenochs in the vi-

llage, so any Badenoch born in Cairnie was from

our family. In fact, almost every single birth or

marriage in Cairnie or Huntly around this time

was connected to our family, and the two or

three that aren’t probably were but I haven’t ma-

naged to work out the link.

I can find no record of her in the 1841 or 1851

censuses, but she must have been around, be-

cause there was a Jane Badenoch that married

James Ferguson in Huntly in 1854. 

And this couple appears in the 1861 census,

and what do you know, Jane Badenoch was

born in Cairnie in 1813. That has to be the same

person.

Her husband was from Petty, Inverness-shire,

and in 1861 they were living together in Gordon

Street in Huntly. James was a contractor (em-

ploying 2 men). At the time Jane was 48 and her

husband was 39, meaning she was a full nine

years older than her spouse, and the odd thing

is that living with them is two-year old John

Clark, their grandchild! Obviously, if they had

married just seven years earlier, then there was

no way that they could already have a grand-

child. 



So one or other had a child from a previous re-

lationship, who had already had a child of their

own. And it seems the parents of little John

Clark had either died or emigrated, because

John Clark would spend his entire childhood

(and early adulthood) living with his grandpa-

rents.

As Jane’s maiden name given on her marriage

was Badenoch, it seems this child was some-

thing to do with James Ferguson, unless Jane

had reverted to her maiden name when her pre-

vious husband departed. That would at least ex-

plain why she didn’t appear on the 1841 and

1851 censuses.

John Ferguson did appear in the 1851 census,

three years before he married Jane, but he was

lodging in Louisburgh, Caithness at the time,

and declaring himself a ‘traveller for books’, so

that doesn’t tell us much about his family life.

In 1871, they were still living in Huntly, but now

at 6 Deveron Street. The mysterious grandson,

John Clark, is still with them, and they also have

a 19 year old domestic servant called Jane Moir,

who was actually their niece, the daughter of Ja-

ne’s younger sister Margaret, and who probably

helped out in the inn.

After all, ten years later they were still living at

the same address and had a ‘General Servant

Domestic’ again, this time 16 year old Magda-

len Hay. This was 1881, and James Ferguson

had become a ‘Spirit Merchant’, and being

based in Huntly, the spirit in question was pre-

sumably whisky. John Clark was now 22, but still

living with them, though he had been relegated

from ‘grandson’ to humble ‘boarder’, and was

working as a tin smith.

That is the last we hear of either Jane or her

husband, they were getting on a bit by this time.

It seems they never had any children of their

own, but must have had at least one child from

a previous marriage, which is how young John

Clark came into being.

Elizabeth Badenoch (1818 – 1890s)
Elizabeth is yet another one of the Badenoch chil-

dren that is missing in the 1841 census, which is

further evidence that rather than odd goings on

among the family, the real problem is census data

that has gone missing at some point over the last

one and a half centuries.

Then in 1861, we come across William Henry

Heysham. In a very different world to the Huntly

farming villages, he was living at Ropley Manor in

Hampshire, England. Somebody else’s excellent

research of their own family history reveal that this

WH Heysham was a former lawyer, but in 1861

didn’t seem to have any profession. For several

years he had been living on independent means,

thanks in no small measure to his marriage to Es-

ther Nunez, the daughter of Aaron Fernandez

Nunez, “a wealthy English merchant who settled
in Gibraltar soon after the restriction on Jews was
lifted. He was a leader of the Jewish community
and simultaneously served as a consul to the beys
of Tunis and Algiers. He uncovered a French
conspiracy to betray the fortress of Gibraltar and
was publicly recognized. During the Napoleonic
Wars he was an intermediary with North African
rulers, insuring that Gibraltar continued to receive
food and water. His mansion became the city hall.” 
The Fernandez Nunez family had originally been

Portuguese refugees from the Napoleonic Wars,

but of noble Jewish stock. Aaron was apparently

present at the famous Brussels ball the night be-

fore the battle of Waterloo when the Duke of We-

llington received news of Napoleon’s advance.

They ended up settling in England, and seem to

have renounced their Jewish faith. 

The upshot of it being that William Henry Heys-

ham had married into a filthy rich family, and was

able to enjoy a huge manor and the services of

four servants. One was called Thomas Holmes,

but otherwise the Heysham’s seemed to have a

thing for lady servants called Elizabeth. They had

three of them, and one of them was called Eliza-

beth Badenoche, and she was 32 and from Cair-

nie, Aberdeenshire.

Who knows how she ended up as a servant in a

Hampshire manor, but two years later she was

married, to a William Barnard, who was the inn-

keeper at the Chequers Inn. So, it seems that

when she wasn’t serving the toffs at the Heysham

estate, Elizabeth liked to pop into the local pub for

a swifty, and ended up hitching up with the lan-

dlord (who was actually seven years younger than

she was).

They were living together in the inn at the time of

the 1871 census. Elizabeth was now a ‘pub lan-

CRIMINAL REGISTERS, WINCHESTER, 1871dlady’ but William was not registered as

an innkeeper at all, but as a ‘carpenter

and cricket bat maker’. An Internet

forum response to the picture of the inn

shown on this page provides a decent

enough explanation for that one. “One
of my ancestors was the innkeeper at
the Chequers in the 1870s. He was Wi-
lliam Barnard and was the older brother

of my great great grandfather Thomas Barnard.
William was also the owner of a sawmill in Gas-
coigne Lane.”

William also gets a passing mention in this little

story from “Annals of Old Ropley” by Marianna

S Hagen in 1929. 

“A man was found in a dying state under a
hedge in a blind lane not far from the Soke. He
was put in a cart to be taken to the Union, but
died on the way. The body was taken to William
Barnard’s of The Chequers. An inquest was
held at which it was proved that the deceased
had been known by sight to many people for
some years past, but no one knew his name,
his age or his history. He was buried the same
afternoon, October 20th, 1872. His coffin bore
no inscription of any kind. 
“The coroner’s warrant described him as a man
to the jurors unknown. And I accordingly ente-
red him in the Register as “A man unknown.”
He had often been seen in the village. One man
said that he remembered him for 14 years but
never knew even his name. When the body was
examined for the inquest the surgeon’s opinion
was that death was caused by hunger and ex-
posure. 
“The weather was not cold for the season, but
extremely wet and stormy. He had called at the
public-house at Four Marks the day before, and
had some bread and cheese and beer which
were given him. It is said that when the landlady

asked him what his parish was he evaded the
question.”

In 1871, Elizabeth was still running the pub, but

there was no sign of her husband. He was still

alive though, and perhaps his absence had so-

mething to do with his run-in with the law. In

1871, William Barnard was finally acquitted of

“malicious injury to property � of a value of £5
upward.” £5 was worth a bit more in those days,

anything between £477 and £2,860 depending

on the criteria you use. Guess you shouldn’t go

annoying people that make cricket bats for a li-

ving.

Elizabeth was 62 by the time of the 1881 cen-

sus, and they were living in London Road, but

still in the inn (the road didn’t seem to have a

name before that). William (still just 54) was

running the pub, but was also a builder at the

same time, and Elizabeth was just a ‘builder’s

wife’. They also had a 14 year old servant from

Dorset called Emily Jane Paul.

By 1891, it seemed they given up the pub enti-

rely, but 64 year old William Barnard was still

working as a timber merchant and builder. 

They were living at Hook Cottage, which must

have been quite a big place, because nowa-

days this is not one cottage, but what are called

‘Hook Cottages’. There is no further record of

either of them, so they must have died within

the next ten years, and it doesn’t seem that they

ever had any children.

Elizabeth ended up as the landlady of the Chequers Inn, shown here in the 1890s, a decade

or two after it had changed hands. It is still there today.



Margaret Badenoch (1821 – 1887)
There were still more of Alexander and Margaret’s children to

come. The next was the one that took her mother’s name,

Margaret, born in 1806. She was just 15 years old at the time

of the 1841 census, and was working as a farm servant at a

place called Easter Anchairn in Aberdeenshire. I have no idea

where that place is, Google gives zero hits, but as her em-

ployer, a farmer called Robert Smith, and also the only other

worker, another young lady called Margaret Mellis, were also

born in Cairnie, this must have been the name of a local farm.

And then on New Years Day, 1842, she married Alexander

Moir from Rossshire. What I can’t be sure of is whether this

Moir came from the same family as the Charles that had ma-

rried Margaret’s older sister Elspet. It’s very probable, but Moir

is also a very common Aberdeenshire name.

And in 1851, Margaret is recorded as humble agricultural la-

bourer’s wife, and she was living at Sittinghillock in Cairnie,

the very farm where he widowed mother had been living ten

years earlier. These are all good things because they help

confirm that they are the right people. She already had the

first four of what would be a typically large family: William Moir

(7), Alexander Moir (6), Christian Moir (4) and George Moir

(1). Her husband wasn’t too far away, he was at a farm called

Sinsharnie, which still exists today, and in 1851 was owned by

Jonathan Dickson of Towie (“occupying 94 acres & 56 pas-

ture, employing 3 labourers”).

Fast forward to 1861, and this time they were together, still at

Sittinghillock in Cairnie. The three oldest children had gone,

but George was still there, plus three new arrivals in Jane Moir

(9), Mary Moir (6) and Robert Moir (3). Alexander Moir her

husband was still an agricultural labourer.

Margaret didn’t seem to see much of the world. In 1871, she

was still at Sittinghillock. Alexander, her hubby, is heard of no

more, he could well have died, and this may be why for the

first time in many years, Margaret was working again, as an

agricultural labourer. Yet another child had been born in the

meantime, Margaret, born in 1862, while of the seven pre-

vious children, only one, Christian (who despite the name was

a girl) was still at home and was also an agricultural labourer.

Christian had married somebody called Taggart, and had her

one year old daughter Jan Taggart with her, but seems to

have become a widow at an early age, and would marry so-

mebody else four years later.

There was an 8 month old baby called Alexander Moir (born

in Rhynie) that was registered as a grandchild.

In 1881, Margaret was still at Sittinghillock, now 60 and the

poor lady was nothing more than a pauper. After spending

some time living with her aunty Elizabeth at the inn in Huntly,

William Badenoch (1823 – unknown)
William was about 18 at the time of the 1841, working as a shoemaker and

living at the family home in Sittinghillock. 

There does not seem to be any further trace of him, other than a christe-

ning entry for a William Badenoch that was born in Huntly on New Year’s

Eve, 1842, the child of William Badenoch and Helen Robertson. These

seem very likely to be them, but this family doesn’t appear on any later

censuses – neither the parents nor the son. The most probable explana-

tion is that they emigrated.

Google Earth image showing the location of Sitting Hillock and nearby Cairnie, and

also the charmingly named mountain nearby, The Balloch.

her daughter Jane Moir was back at

home, working as a ‘servant’, one assu-

mes not for her pauper mother. Dumping

the kids on granny was another common

thing to do, which in theory gives us clues

as to the men her daughters married - 6

year old George Milton (born in Cairnie),

3 year old Mary Waters (born in Cairnie)

and 11 year old Jane Elrick born in Insch.

However, this is all very odd, because

Margaret and Alexander had four daugh-

ters, three of which didn’t marry men ca-

lled Waters, Milton or Elrick, and the only

daughter that I have found no marriage

for was Jane, who was still unmarried in

1881 and living at home. 

Neither are their birth records on Sco-

tlandspeople.com for any of these chil-

dren.

Margaret died in 1887 at the age off 66. It

seems she was born and died on Sitting-

hillock Farm.

Margaret and Alexander had seven kids

in total.

The oldest William, ended marrying Jane

Milne and having nine Moir children of

their own. He served on different farms in

the region, living in such places and Insch

and Rhynie, where he died in 1923 at the

age of 79.

There is no record of the next son Ale-

xander Moir any later than his teenage

years. I have a feeling he emigrated to

Iowa in the United States, but can’t con-

firm it.

Christian, as mentioned before, married

a Taggart and had one daughter called

Jane, and then in 1875 married Walter

McRobbie, an agricultural labourer from

Glass, Aberdeenshire, and they went to

live at Stonedyke Servant’s Cottage in

Auchindoir, and provided Jane Taggart

with five McRobbie stepbrothers and sis-

ters. 

It seems Christian was then widowed a

second time, and in 1891 was a charwo-

man living in Insch, and in 1901 was in

the same town, living on her own means

in Market Street with two of her children.

George Moir doesn’t appear anywhere

later than a teenager, he either died or

emigrated.

Jane Moir lived as a teenager with her

aunty Elizabeth at the inn in Huntly, and in

1881, aged 29, she was back home living

with her pauper mother in Cairnie. She

must have married soon after that.

Mary married Alexander Moggach in

1875, in what seems to have a double

wedding with her older sister Christian, as

they appear on the same entry. Alexander

was yet another farm servant, and al-

though they first went to live in his native

Botriphnie, they eventually settled back in

Cairnie, and had a massive brood of eight

little Moggachs, living at a place called

Gingomires, which also happens to be

the site of an ancient stone circle. 

In 1901, they were still in Cairnie, now li-

ving at place called Limeburn, and Ale-

xander was a cattleman. In both these

last two census entries, as well as their

own children, they have their niece Mary

Waters living with them, the same girl that

as a baby was living with Mary’s mother

Margaret (Badenoch) Moir, one of the

three mystery grandchildren with strange

surnames that don’t seem to fit with an-

yone, suggesting there may have been

other children or marriages in the exten-

ded family.

Robert Moir married a lady called Agnes,

and was still around in 1891, a farm ser-

vant at a place called Drumrossie in

Insch, and father to at least six Moir chil-

dren.

Finally, Margaret Moir married a farm

servant called William Bowie of Keith, and

they lived at a pace referred to as Nicol’s

Property in Insch, but by 1891 had moved

to the city of Aberdeen, living at 72 Ge-

rrard Street, where William was a gene-

ral labourer. They had two sons, one of

which, Alfred William Bowie, lived to age

of 95 and didn’t die until 1973.

The Ballach



Anne Badenoch (1826 – unknown)
The next of the Badenoch children was Anne, who was just

19 when she married in Cairnie to Alexander Russell of

Forgue, a small village near Huntly, in 1845. They lived in

Grange, another village in the area, although their home,

Raehillock, does not seem to exist any more. Like just

about everybody else, Alexander was farm labourer, and

they set about producing children: William Russell (1847),

Ann Russell (1849), George Russell (1851), James Rus-

sell (1853), John Russell (1855) and Charles Russell

(1859).

In the 1861 census, Mary was living alone with the children

at a place called the ‘Crossroads’ in Grange. But as she

was an ‘agricultural labourer’s wife’, her husband was pre-

sumably still alive somewhere. However, there is no sign of

them after that, neither can I find any death records, so

possibly they emigrated.

Of their children, William Russell spent his life as a farm

labourer in different places in the Huntly area. He married

a lady called Mary, had at least eight children, and died in

1927 at Northcote in Morayshire.

Their only daughter was Anne, who may have married

young. I’m not sure what became of George either.

James married somebody called Christina from Fifeshire,

and as later censuses also refer to a stepson called Alex

The last of George Badenoch’s brothers and sisters was Mary Bade-

noch, born in 1828, and who married very young to a man with a com-

mon name in our ancestry, William Watson. He was 13 years older

than she was, and was yet another agricultural labourer, born in Boyn-

die, Banffshire.

Their first son was born in 1850, in Cairnie, and was called James, but

a year later, their address is given as Princes Street, Huntly, in the

1851 census.

They were still in Huntly in 1861, but now in Bleachfield Street, and

had two more children, named after themselves, Mary (9) and Wi-

lliam (5). Otherwise, not much had changed – William was still an

agricultural labourer.

The family seems to be missing in 1871, but Mary is back in 1881,

and has lost her husband. She is now in her fifties, and is living at 12,

Littlejohn Street with her daughter Mary. The daughter seems to have

discovered an amazing cure for ageing, for twenty years later and

she is still only nine. The only logical explanation for this is that the

previous Mary had died (there is no further record of such a girl) and

a later daughter had been given the same name. This second Mary

Craigwillie, where Mary’s son William lived after he became a widower. The description of the

photo says “From here the buildings at Craigwillie are mostly hidden behind the knoll on which
the electricity pylon stands. However the House is just vsible between the trees.”

was recorded as being born in Cairnie, and against it’s just a guess, but it seems

likely that Mary’s husband William Watson died while she was pregnant, and

she went back to the family home at Sittinghillock to have the baby.

She eventually moved back to Huntly, and now without her husband to support

her, Mary has took up work as a stocking knitter.

She was still around in 1891, now in her sixties, and still knitting stockings (by

hand it says in brackets). She’s also still in Huntly, but now back living in Prin-

ces Street. There is no sign of her in 1901, by which time she was probably

dead.

So, in all Mary Badenoch and William Watson had four children, though the first

Mary seems to have died in her teens.

James followed the family’s farming tradition, first labouring for the Murdoch fa-

mily at Tullochbegg Farm in Huntly. In 1881, he was living in Drumblade, wor-

king on a farm called Begshill for John Bagrie, a farmer of 107 acres employing

2 men and 2 girls.

But sometimes there was a slightly better future in store for humble Scottish

farm labourers. James ended up marrying one of John Bagrie’s daughters, Mar-

garet, and being part of the Bagrie family was a good move, because by 1891,

he had a farm of his own in Drumblade, called Bro-

omhill, and also at least three employees.

The farming couple had at least eight wee

sproggs, and were still on Broomhill farm in 1901,

having been joined by Margaret’s unmarried sis-

ter, Annie Bagrie.

William Watson junior also went to Drumblade in

search of farm work. In 1871 he was living in a

‘cottage on Corvichen’ with a number of farm la-

bourers. The ‘head’ of this household was John

Meldrum, but I don’t think he was actually the

owner of the farm they were working on, it seems

the workers lived in a separate house. He married

soon after that, to a lady called Jessie Hardie, and

they moved to Gartly, a village just south of Huntly.

Their home was called Little Sanquhar Cottage,

and they were farm servants.

They had three children, William, Lizzie and Ma-

tilda, but Jessie died soon after. Now a widower,

William returned to Huntly, where he lived in Craig-

willie Cottage and continued as a farm labourer.

The solution to help William bring up the children

was for his mother in law, also called Jessie Har-

die to move in with them.

Mary, who seems to have taken the same name

as her dead older sister, was around in 1891, wor-

king as a servant in Kintore for the Cameron fa-

mily. The man of the house was John Cameron, a

dodgily transcribed ‘General Medical Panit of

Wner’.

Anderson, he would not have been her first husband. They moved to work on the railways

in the Edinburgh area. In 1881, they were living at 5 Taylor Place, Canongate, and James

was a railway goods guard, in 1891 he was still in Canongate and described as a railway

porter ‘shunter’, and in 1901 he was railway passenger shunter, now living at 27 Brunton

Terrace. They had at least three children.

There were two different John Russells born in Grange in 1855, and I can’t tell which is

the right one, but they were both agricultural labourers, while the final son, Charles, died

when he was only 16.

Cairnie Parish Records entry for the marriage of Anne Badenoch and William Russell

Mary Badenoch (1828 – unknown)


