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What is often considered the Bade-

noch tartan is actually the McPherson

Hunting tartan, a name derived from

the Gaelic Macaphersein, meaning

“Son of the Parson”. 

The clan itself is reputed to have been

founded by Murdo Cattenach, a priest

of Kingussie in Badenoch. It is not the

tartan of the Badenoch clan, as no

such clan ever existed, but is consi-

dered appropriate for the Cummings,

or other derivatives of that spelling,

who were the dominant clan in Bade-

noch for centuries.

There is a modern, romantic idea that

all of Scotland was clans and each

clan had their tartan like a football

team has its shirt colours. 

There was actually a lot more to tar-

tans than that, and most of the asso-

ciations used nowadays are based

more on the romantic desire to have

a family tartan than on any real an-

cient family traditions.

There are tales of people ‘earning the

right’ to wear certain tartans and so

on, but in actual fact, tartans were

simply designs the ancient Scots liked

wearing, and generally had a lot less

symbolism attached to them them pe-

ople would like to have us believe.

The Badenoch tartan is what is called a District Sett,

which according to The Clans, Septs and Regiments of

the Scottish Highlands, by Frank Adam (1934) “were
setts which were common to the inhabitants of certain
districts irrespective of clan names. Thus there were
setts of tartan particular to such districts as Sleat, Gle-
norchy, Atholl, Strathearn, Badenoch, etc.  Such district
setts, when preserved, have not unfrequently been con-
founded with the Clan setts.”

District Setts are generally not used these days, simply

because they don’t feel as exciting as having your own

clan’s tartan, and don’t come with all the novelty add-

ons, but in many, if not most cases would actually be far

more appropriate.

THE BADENOCH TARTAN

MEANING AND ORIGIN OF THE NAME
Badenoch is, as we know, a Scottish name. It is ge-

ographic in origin, in other words, it refers to the pe-

ople that come from the traditional district of

Badenoch, an Anglicisation of the ancient Gaelic

name Bàideanach, meaning drowned land. 

According to the 1911 edition of the Encyclopaedia

Britannica, this is a “district of south-east Inverness-
shire, Scotland, bounded on the north by the Mo-
nadhliath mountains, on the east by the Cairngorms
and Braemar, on the south by Atholl and the Gram-
pians, and on the west by Lochaber. Its area is so-
mewhat undefined, but it may be estimated to
measure 36 miles from northeast to southwest and
15 miles from north to south. 
“Excepting the valley of the Spey and the great
glens, it is almost entirely a wild mountainous tract,
many hills exceeding 3000 feet in height, and con-
tains in the forests of Alder, Drumochter, Gaick and
Feshie some of the best deer country in the High-
lands. Loch Laggan and Loch Ericht are the princi-
pal lakes, and the district is abundantly watered by
the Spey and its numerous tributaries.”

Badenoch does not appear in early Scottish history;

until the thirteenth century we never hear of it by

name nor of anything that took place within its con-

fines.

There was never any such thing as a Badenoch

clan, it was just a region. The earliest known set-

tlers in ‘Badenoch’ were an ancient Scottish tribe

called the Picts, but they were eventually deposed

by the Cummings family, which is when, in 1229,

the Badenoch name is first recorded as the name of

the area.

The Cummings (or Cumyns, or any number of other

spellings) are believed to have come from the Co-

mine, on the border between modern day France

and Belgium. As one website claims “the first Cum-
ming in our clan story, Robert, is believed to have
come to England with William the Conqueror and
the Norman Invasion. 
Arriving in Scotland during the reign of David I, the
Cumming family established themselves in the Bor-
ders. In 1230, Walter Cumyn, earl of Menteith in
right of his wife, the second son of William Cumyn,
earl of Buchan, acquired the lordship of Badenoch,
by a grant of Alexander the Second. 
The Cummings soon became the most powerful ba-

rons of Scotland by acquiring lands in Speyside and Bu-
chan. By the mid 13th century they held three earldoms;
Mentieth, Atholl and Buchan. Two members of the family,
Alexander, Earl of Buchan, and John (The Black) Comyn,
Lord of Badenoch, were placed on the council of six
Guardians of Scotland after the death of Alexander III. 
When Margaret, the Maid of Norway died, there was no
heir and some thirteen nobles laid claim to the Scottish
throne! The obvious problem was resolved by asking
King Edward I of England to judge among the claimants.
He chose John Balliol to be King of Scots. 
“In 1296, Edward deposed Balliol and annexed Scotland,
plunging the country into war. In 1306, Robert the Bruce
stabbed John (The Red) Comyn to death in the Grey-
friar’s Monastery chapel at Dumfies. 
“The fall of this part of the family line, the Lords of Bade-
noch, began the quick removal of the Comyn’s influence
in Scotland. 
“On the forfeiture of the Cumyns, Bruce annexed the
lordship of Badenoch to the earldom of Murray, and the
clan Chattan, whose original possessions were in Lo-
chaber, appear about this period to have settled in Ba-
denoch.”

In 1371, King Robert II granted Badenoch to his son Ale-

xander Stewart (Alisdair Mor mac an Righ, in Gaelic).

Alexander was the 1st earl of Buchan (1343 - 1405), but

earned the nickname of the "Wolf of Badenoch", due to

his notorious cruelty and rapacity (though there is no

proof that the name was used during his lifetime). 

One of the blackest, most evil characters in Scotland's

history, the times in which he lived were barbarous, but

even by their standards he stood out, and was feared

over a considerable distance.

The Wolf ruled the lands of Badenoch in a cruel way, bur-

ning the homes of those who crossed or displeased

them, taking labour and goods way beyond any reason.

His wife, the Countess of Ross, was deserted by him.

They never had any children although The Wolf did have

a large family by his mistress, Mairead

inghean Eachann. His wife appealed

to the Bishop of Moray, who unfortu-

nately for him, gave judgement in her

favour.   

The Wolf was outraged. All out for re-

venge, he came down from his strong-

hold, the castle of Lochindorb and

ransacked and burned Forres and

Elgin. 

Elgin of course, being the ecclesiasti-

cal centre of the Bishopric of Moray.

Setting off fires, mainly in the College,

the Canon's houses and the Hospital

of the Maison Dieu, he terrified the pe-

ople of Elgin, forcing them to flee with

their families into the countryside.

He burnt the towns of Forres and

Elgin, with the Church of St. Giles, the

maison dieu, the Cathedral, and eigh-

teen houses of the canons in 1390.



Charlotte and Eirwen Roberts visiting the tomb of an ancient rela-

tive, the ‘Wolf’ of Badenoch? Probably not, The Wolf was the un-

popular Lord of Badenoch, but was the king’s son and wasn’t even

a local man. His surname was Stewart - so, he’s probably more li-

kely to be an ancient relative of Uncle Garry’s!

The Wolf was called upon by his father to do pe-

nance for this heinous crime. This he did under

the watchful eye of his father the King, nobles

and many dignitaries of the church.

The King, believing that his son had learnt his

lesson, finally pardoned him, and he was recei-

ved back into the Church. Unfortunately, his re-

pentance was superficial.

Throughout his reign he extended and reinfor-

ced his castles at Loch-an-Eilein (see photo) and

Lochindorb, and yet hardly changed Castle Roy

at Nethy Bridge.

Legend has it that The Wolf of Badenoch died in

1394, although others maintain is was in 1406,

when it is believed that he played chess with the

devil. He had been visited at Ruthven Castle by

a man, who was tall, and dressed in black. The

man wished to play a game of chess with the

Wolf. The game went on for several hours until

the tall, darkly dressed man moved one of the

chess pieces and called 'check' and then 'check-

mate'. The man rose from the table. On calling

these words there was a terrible storm of thun-

der, hail and lightening. The storm continued

through the night until silence befell the castle in

the morning. In that morning silence, it was then

that the Wolf's men were discovered outside the

castle walls, dead and blackened as if they had

all been struck by the lightening. The Wolf was

found in the banqueting hall, and although his

body appeared unmarked, the nails in his boots

had all been torn out.

The funeral procession was held two days later,

led by the Wolf's coffin. Terrible storms started

over and over again as the coffins were added to

the procession. It was only after the Wolf's coffin

was carried to the back of the procession did the

storms cease. The storms did not return.

The Wolf of Badenoch was not buried locally, but

is buried in Dunkeld Cathedral. He died in 1405,

and was buried at Cathedral of Dunkeld, Perths-

hire. His chest tomb, topped by an effigy in ar-

mour, is one of the few Scottish royal

monuments to have survived from the Middle

Ages.

There is no recorded mention of Badenoch after

that until 1451, when the crown bestowed Ba-

denoch to Alexander Gordon, 1st Earl of Huntly,

who, at the head of the clan Chattan, maintained

a fierce warfare with the western clans, and his

neighbours of Lochaber. To this day, the title of

"Lord of Badenoch" is given to the marquess of

Huntly. The Earls governed the land, but the pe-

ople that inhabited Badenoch were almost enti-

rely members of the Chattan clan.

So, the Wolf of Badenoch was not an early

member of the Badenoch family, he was a mem-

ber of royalty that lived in and terrorised the re-

gion of Badenoch. And the Lord of Badenoch is

the lord of the region of Badenoch, not the Ba-

denoch clan or family. The first record of any-

body ever using Badenoch as a surname was in

1440, when one Patrick Badenoch was serving

the office of baillie of Aberdeen. 

There were four people called Badenoch in the

parish of Inverurie in 1464 and the name disap-

peared from the burgh roll only in the eighteenth

century. Although the name is found in many me-

dieval manuscripts in Scotland, it had become

extremely uncommon by the 19th century.

But tracing our family history back to the Middle

Ages would be an impossible task. Later claims

to the the Badenoch lands by the Mackintosh

and Macpherson clans, as described in a long

study by Badenoch historian Alexander Mac-

Bain, were full of inaccuracies and bent truths.

There simply are no reliable records until well

into the 17th century - and that’s for the clan le-

aders, leaving little or no hope for our humble

folk.

An enormous number of spelling variations

came about as a result of people in medieval

times writing names they way they sounded, not

helped by confusions between English, Gaelic,

Latin and dialects in between. The result meant

that over the years, the name Badenoch has

been spelled Badenach, Badenack, Badenoch,

Badenock, Badinoch, Badynoch, Badyenoch,

Baidenach and many more.

Immigration and passenger lists have shown

many early emigrants to America bearing the old

Scottish name of Badenoch: John Badenack

who settled in Virginia in 1690, being the earliest

known example.

Badenoch as a real region eventually disappea-

red in 1889 when it was combined into the tradi-

tional county of Inverness-shire along with the

traditional district of Inverness and parts of Lo-

chaber and some island districts during the

Local Government Act, although the name con-

tinues, its usage is getting less and less com-

mon.

Loch an Eilean Castle,

one of the Wolf’s lairs



LOCATION OF CAIRNIE, HUNTLY, DUFFTOWN AND OTHER BADENOCH HAUNTS

Alexander Badenoch (approx 1770s – 1830s) and Margaret Smith (1876 – 1840s)

ADDRESS

Sittinghillock

HOUSEHOLD

Margt Badenoch (55) Crofter, born Aberdeenshire, Scotland

Wm Badenoch (15) Shoemaker, born Aberdeenshire, Scotland

Ann Badenoch (15) Born Aberdeenshire, Scotland

William Badenoch (1) Born Aberdeenshire, Scotland

1841 CENUS FOR CAIRNIE

Churchyard in Cairney, where the Badenoch children were christened. It is no longer in use,

and a notice on the door states that it is to be refurbished for an undefined future use.

So that’s the ancient history of the Badenoch name,

and indeed our own Badenoch name can be traced

all the way back to Scotland and the Banffshire and

Aberdeenshire area on the east coast. The furthest

back I have managed to go is to Alexander Bade-

noch who would probably have been born some

time around 1770.

He was our grandfather Kenneth Badenoch’s great,

great grandfather. I know next to nothing about him,

but he is mentioned on his son George’s death cer-

tificate of 1875, as his wife, Margaret Badenoch,

whose maiden name is given as Smith. George is

described in this document as a deceased general

labourer.

That son George was born in Cairnie, a village that

at the time was partly in Banffshire and partly in

Aberdeenshire, which causes considerable confu-

sion when tracing roots. Whether one or other of his

parents were also from Carnie I have not managed

to work out, but even if they weren’t they probably

weren’t from particularly far away, and they were

certainly living there from 1809 to 1828, where all of

their massive brood of nine children are all recor-

ded on the parish register as being the children of

Alexander Badenoch and Margaret Smith.

These children were Elspet Badenoch (1809), John

Badenoch (1811), Jean Badenoch (1813), George

Badenoch (1814), Elizabeth Badenoch (1818),

Margaret Badenoch (1821), William Badenoch

(1823), Ann Badenoch (1826) and Mary Badenoch

(1828), the second oldest son, George, being our

grandfather Kenneth’s great grandfather.

As for Cairnie, Wikipedia’s description doesn’t sug-

gest there is much to the place, just saying “Cairnie,
also written Cairney, is a village in Aberdeenshire,
Scotland.”   A Topographical Dictionary of Scotland

(1846), is a bit more helpful.

Here it is said that it is “a parish, chiefly in the dis-
trict of Strathbogie, county of Aberdeen, but partly
in the county of Banff, 4 miles (N. W.) from Huntly;

containing 1638 inhabitants. This place once formed part of the lordship of Strathbogie, which
was granted to Sir Adam Gordon, by King Robert Bruce, after the defeat and attainder of Cumin,
Earl of Badenoch, and was the original estate of the family of Gordon, whose property, since that
period, has become very greatly extended.”

So there you have it. Our family goes right back to one of the very places at the heart of the Wolf

of Badenoch, the Cummings and the Gordon saga described on the previous pages.

The Topographical Dictionary then continues by saying that “the surface is hilly, and compre-
hends 48 square miles, of which extent 8000 acres are in tillage, and 2600 acres were planted
in the year 1839 with 6,700,000 trees, by the Duke of Richmond, who is proprietor of nearly the
whole of the parish; the soil in the vicinity of the streams is fertile, and the husbandry on a res-
pectable footing. Extensive lime-works are in operation at Ardonald, which, in the twenty-three
years previous to 1842, produced a revenue of £69,770. The mosses supply part of the fuel con-
sumed, and the remainder consists of coal brought from the coast, eighteen miles distant; the
substrata comprise granite, clay-slate, greenstone, and a few other varieties � The black-cattle
and dairy-produce, which are the principal marketable commodities, are taken for sale to Huntly,

or sent to the coast; and facilities of communication are afforded by the road
from Aberdeen to Inverness, which passes through the parish � The
church, which stands in a central situation, was built at the beginning of the
present century. There is a place of worship for members of the Free
Church. The parochial schoolmaster has a salary of £18. 16., with sixteen
bolls of meal, and £15 fees; he also shares in the Dick bequest.”
By the time of the first census in 1841, there seems to be no trace of Ale-

xander Badenoch, it seems he had died, although I can find no record of

when. It must have been some time between 1828 and 1841.



PLANNING APPLICATION FOR
SITTINGHILLOCK, CAIRNIE, 2006

But his wife Margaret was still alive and living at Sittinghillock in Cairnie with two

of their children, William and Ann. She was recorded as being 55 and the children

were both 15, but the inconsistency with the ages if because in the 1841 census

all ages above ten were rounded down to the nearest five, William was actually 18

at the time, and although this age suggests Margaret was born in 1786, she was

probably born a few years earlier. There is also a one-year old William living with

them. The 1841 census didn’t record the relationships between family members,

so I can’t be sure whose child this was.

Margaret’s profession is given as ‘crofter’, which Wikipedia explains quite well.

“The Scottish croft is a small agricultural landholding of a type which has been sub-
ject to special legislation in the United Kingdom since 1886. The legislation is lar-
gely a response to the complaints and demands of tenant families who were victims
of the Highland Clearances. The modern crofters or tenants appear very little in evi-
dence before the beginning of the 1700s. They were tenants at will underneath the
tacksman and wadsetters, but practically their tenure was secure enough. The first
evidence that can be found of small tenants holding directly of the proprietor is in
a rental of the estates of Sir D. MacDonald in Skye and North Uist in 1715.”

And their croft was Sittinghillock, which still exists today, though it has not been

occupied since 1977 and decayed considerably after that. But as this 2006 docu-

ment shows, Angus Brown and his wife Margaret were recently making a planning

application to refurbish the building.

That 1841 census entry is the last one for Margaret Badenoch nee Smith. She

must have died some time in the 1840s.

THE WOW O’ RIVEN
BY MAGGIE CRAIG (2005)

This description of the Cairnie area do-

esn’t mention any of our ancestors, but

the farm at Sittinghillock gets a mention

and it gives us a good idea of the kind of

community they lived in.

“We bide in a place cried Riven,

Far there’s mair fowk deid than

there are livin

“Cradled by the crooked burn of Cairnie,
the heart of Ruthven is its lovely old kirk-
yard. Surrounded by mature trees, its
graves and stones sit within the lee of
the soaring gable wall and belfry which
once formed part of St Carol’s Kirk. It’s
a very special and a very beautiful spot,
a tranquil green oasis.
“The church itself fell into disuse and
disrepair somewhere around the middle
of the 18th century. It wasn’t the first
place of worship to occupy this site. Re-
cords confirm the existence of a church
in Ruthven, complete with “Hugh, the
parson of Ruthven”, at least 800 years
ago. 
“The only actual tomb to survive inside
the graveyard is that of Thomas Gordon
of Daugh, more familiarly known as Tam
o’ Riven, who lived in the early 1400s. A
recumbent knight in armour, he lies wi-
thin a wall niche which would once have
been inside the kirk.
“According to ballad and robust local le-
gend, Tam o’ Riven died after fighting a
duel with the abbott of a monastery at
nearby Grangeover a disputed piece of
land.
“In life, Tam and his brother, Jock o’
Scurdargue, are reputed to have been
the “faithers o’ a’ the Gordons”. Tam
alone is credited with having fathered
well over 20 children.
“The resting places of Tam’s four wives,
the ladies who did the real work when it
came to giving birth to all of those chil-
dren, are not recorded. That’s not to say
they’re not buried close by him.
“There are gaps in the springy and lo-
vingly tended green sward of the kirk-
yard, spots where gravestones have
succumbed to the ravages of time.
Given the age of the place, there must
also be many layers of burials here.
“The traditional rhyme tells nothing but

the truth. A count of the surviving gra-
vestones produces a tally of exactly
200. Around 40 living souls currently call
Ruthven home. The dead outnumber
the living by a lot more than five to one,
of course. 
“Most of the stones still visible date from
200 years ago up until the present day.
Way back in 1787, Captain Watts of His
Majesty’s Ship the Sultan Man of War
had a flat stone placed over his mother,
Janet Harper. It bears a touching little
verse, remembering her as charitable
and kind. 
“Many who were, as they themselves
might have said, sib to those who died
in childhood or young adulthood, lived
to a grand old age. A good number
whose names are inscribed here shook
the dust of Ruthven from their feet and
took themselves off to seek their fortune
elsewhere.
“Some didn’t go so very far, to other
parts of Scotland or to London. Some
travelled to the other side of the world
and settled there.
“Those who stayed at home were squa-
rewrights, millwrights, flaxdressers, sur-
geons, postmen and postmasters and
schoolteachers: wives and mothers and
farmers too, of course. All of the farm
and house names of the district are
here. There’s Auchanachie and Little
Daugh, Upper and Nether Tullochs,
Hallgreen, Horntowie, Sittinghillock,
Cuttlehill, Flooders, Riggins, Bank’s, Mill
House and Hogston.
“Among many other family names, the
following are particularly well represen-
ted: McPherson, Wilson and Dawson,
Christie, Cruickshank and Gordon,
Milne, Morrison, Murray and Pirie, Ro-
bertson, Stables and Stronach.
“Anyone seeking specific forefathers
and foremothers will find all of the exis-
ting inscriptions transcribed in Patrick
Scott’s comprehensive The Epitaths of
Ruthven Kirkyard.
“After Tam o’ Riven, the kirkyard’s most
famous occupant is John McBey. In a
less politically correct age, his mental in-
capacity conferred on him one of his
two nicknames: Feel Jock. A kenspec-

kle figure in the Huntly of the
early 1800s, there were plenty
of folk there who were kind to
him. Since Jock was fascinated
by everything to do with the
army, the lady who gave him a
new suit of clothes every year
made sure they were cut in a mi-
litary style. Jock’s resulting ap-
pearance gave him his second
byname: The Colonel.
“This charitable woman may
have been the Mrs Ord who was
known to have been particularly
concerned about Jock’s welfare.
When she died she was buried
in her native Ruthven, her inter-
ment preceded, as was the cus-
tom in those days, by the tolling
of St Carol’s bell. 
“Jock was deeply moved by this
melancholy sound. He thought
the bell was speaking to him,
pealing out the words come
hame, come hame. 
“Mrs Ord’s grave is one of those
whose exact location has been
lost. The tale of her kindness
and of Jock’s attachment to her
and the bell has lived on. Some
of it is told on his gravestone,
some in Huntly writer George
McDonald’s story The Wow o’
Riven. That was the name Jock
himself gave to the bell. 
“When he died in 1848 he was
buried, according to his own re-
quest, under the gable wall of
the kirk, beneath the bell which
had meant so much to him.
“Forty years and more before
Jock’s death, in 1804, the kirk
session of the newly-built church
at Cairnie, two miles along the
road from Ruthven, decided that

a ruined kirk didn’t need a bell.
The people of Ruthven begged
to differ. The estimable James
Pirie, native of Ruthven and
chronicler of its history, took his
story of subsequent events from
the eyewitness accounts of peo-
ple who had participated in
them.
“When the raiding party from
Cairnie arrived at the Clochren
Bridge at the western entrance
to the village, the Wow o’ Riven
was used to sound the alarm,
“calling upon her devoted peo-
ple to come to the rescue”. They
did exactly that, running to the
bridge from their houses and the
surrounding fields.
“There were young folk and old
folk, men armed with sticks and
pitchforks, women with stones
gathered in their aprons. They
used those to pelt the cart which
had been brought to carry off the
bell. When this conveyance was
smashed to pieces, the would-
be raiders of the Ruthven bell
retreated in disarray and the
Battle of Clochren Bridge was
declared a resounding victory
for the home side.
The bell was certainly worth ha-
ving. Believed to have been for-
ged in the Low Countries 300
years ago, it’s been noted by va-
rious writers over the centuries
to have a very fine tone. .
“Loud enough to waken the
dead? Well, no. Their work
done, all those people who ca-
lled Ruthven home remain un-
disturbed, cradled in the soft
green grass of this most peace-
ful corner of the North-East.”



NEW STATISTICAL ACCOUNT OF SCOTLAND - 1791-99 EDITION

STATISTICAL ACCOUNT - 1842



George Badenoch (1813 – 1875) and Margaret Calder (1811 – 1889)

Balvenie Street today. No exact address is given for where the Badenochs lived, but

the street still exists today. Balvenie is also the name of the castle in Dufftown.

So, Alexander Badenoch and Margaret Smith had nine children, and the second ol-

dest of their sons, George, was our grandfather Kenneth Badenoch’s great, grand-

father.

He proved something of an elusive character to track, matters not being helped by

the fact that only on one census, that of 1841, is he recorded as being in the same

house as the rest of his family.

It all took quite some working out, but by piecing together places and dates of birth

on census entries, plus details on various birth, marriage and death certificates,

everything started fitting together perfectly.

It is on George’s own birth certificate of 1814, plus those of his eight brothers and

sisters, that the names of his parents are confirmed, including Margaret’s maiden

name of Smith, and these same details also appear on his death certificate.

That birth was in Cairnie, and as his mother and two of his siblings were still there

in 1841, it is safe to assume that that is where he was brought up – although an up-

bringing in rural Banffshire in those days was a short one, and by the time he was

ten or eleven, George would have been set to work on one of the

local farms.

George married young, in his early twenties, to a girl called Mar-

garet Calder. Margaret was the daughter of John Calder and Mar-

garet Stewart, and there are full details of her background in the

Calder/Stewart section.

I have found no record of their wedding, but their first child, James

Badenoch, was born in 1837, so they must have married around

1836. James was born, like his mother Margaret Calder, in Mor-

tlach, a small parish about 12 miles southwest of Cairnie. The-

re’s some confusion here, because although the parish was

called Mortlach, around the same time, the emerging small town

was called Dufftown, and the Mortlach name eventually disappe-

ared from common usage.

It was there that George and Margaret were living at the time of

the 1841 census, by which time they had a second son, George,

born in Mortlach in 1840 (and the person who would eventually

love to London and found the Badenoch clan of southeast En-

gland). The parents and their two children were living in Balvenie

Street. George senior was an agricultural servant. There was also

an Alexander Fraser, a labourer, living with them, who I don’t think

was a relative. This is the only time that Margaret and her hus-

band were actually in the same household for a census. In later

years, Margaret often makes reference to her husband being a

farm labourer, but neither in 1851, 1861 or 1871 is he ever ac-

tually there. But there is then a wandering George Badenoch,

born in Cairnie and of the right age, that appears over the years

as a labourer living on different farms in the area. Was George li-

ving away from his wife and children because of some marital

problem?  That’s possible, but it’s more likely that as a farm la-

bourer, he spent most of his time living away and working on

farms, and only got to see his wife now and again.

These farms were sometimes just a few miles away, sometimes

as many as twenty, so George would probably make the long

walk home whenever he could, or otherwise hitch a ride on a

horse and cart that was going his way.
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Close Family of George Badenoch

Above, the original record for George Badenoch’s birth in the Cairnie parish register, also mentioning his father Alexander and wife Margaret (nee

Smith). There are similar records for the births of all of George’s eight brothers and sisters.
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Margaret Calder was from Mortlach, and it was

here that she lived with her husband George Ba-

denoch and also where their sons James and Ge-

orge were born. 

As Wikipedia explains, “Dufftown was originally
named Mortlach in the Middle Ages, until the 19th
century when the Earl of Fife built the town as hou-
sing for soldiers returning home from war. He
named the town Dufftown.” Around the time Ge-

orge Badenoch was born, the old name of Mortlach

was still in common usage.

The Rev. George Gordon, Minister of Mortlach,

contributed in 1790 the following description to The

Statistical Account of Scotland: “the appearance of
the country is very fine. Variegated with hill and
dale, wood and water, growing corns and pasture
covered with flocks, it looks both beautiful and rich.
And even in winter, the trees skirting the river
banks with their snowy foliage, and the lofty moun-
tains all in white, exhibit a diversity of view abun-
dantly pleasing and grotesque." 

The 1911 Encyclopaedia Britannica describes Duff-

DUFFTOWN IN MORTLACH
town as dating “from 1817 and bears the
name of its founder, James Duff, 4th earl of
Fife. 
“Although planned in the shape of a cross,
with a square and tower in the middle, the
arms of the cross are not straight, the cons-
tructor holding the ingenious opinion that,
in order to prevent little towns from being
taken in at a glance, their streets should be
crooked. 
“The leading industries are limeworks and
distilleries, the water being specially fitted
for the making of whisky. 
“The town has considerable repute as a he-
alth resort, owing partly to its elevation (737
ft.) and partly to the natural charms of the
district. The parish of Mortlach, in which
Dufftown is situated, is rich in archaeologi-
cal and historical associations. What is ca-
lled the Stone of Mortlach is traditionally
believed to have been erected to comme-
morate the success of Malcolm II over the
Danes in 1010. The three large stones
known as "The King's Grave," a hill-fort,
and cairns are of interest to the antiquary. 
“The old church of Mortlach, though resto-
red and almost renewed, still contains
some lancet windows and a round-headed
doorway, besides monuments dating from
1417. 
“A portion of old Balvenie Castle, a ruin, is
considered to be of Pictish origin, but most
of it is in the Scots Baronial. It has associa-
tions with Alexander Stewart, earl of Bu-
chan and lord of Badenoch (1343-1405),
son of Robert II, whose ruffianly conduct in
Elginshire earned him the designation of
the Wolf of Badenoch, the Comyns, the
Douglases (to whom it gave the title of
baron in the 15th century), the Stuarts and
the Duffs. The new castle, an uninteresting
building, was erected in 1724 by the earl of
Fife, and though untenanted is maintained
in repair.”
So, there you have it, like Cairnie, the se-

cond village to which our Badenochs can

be raced also has historic associations to

the Wolf of Badenoch.

But what Dufftown is mostly famous for is whisky. As Wikipedia states,

“Dufftown is located on the River Fiddich and is the location of several
Scotch whisky distilleries. It produces more malt whisky than any other
town in Scotland; in fact, a signpost on the way into Dufftown declares it the
"Whisky Capital of the World". The largest and best known of the many
surrounding distilleries is the Glenfiddich distillery that distills Glenfiddich
single malt Scotch whisky. The Glenfiddich distillery is owned by William
Grant & Sons, Dufftown's largest employer.”
However, there is unlikely to be much direct connection between our Ba-

denochs and the Glenfiddich distillery, as it was not opened until 1886.

Also, as we shall see, although George Badenoch’s mother was from Mor-

tlach, her maiden name was Calder – her husband, also called George,

was from the nearby rural hamlet of Cairnie. Pigot and co's national com-

mercial directory of Scotland, published in 1837 at roughly the same time

that George Badenoch senior would have married Margaret Calder, paints

a fairly good picture of what the village was like at the time. There is no re-

ference to any Badenochs in Mortlach, although entries for other villages

often mention a George Badenoch who was a carrier offering his services

in various villages. A ‘carrier’ was a kind of early postman / deliveryman,

who would appear with his horse and cart in certain villages at certain times

and transport stuff to other towns. It is very unlikely that this George Ba-

denoch was the same man that married Margaret Calder, but was most

probably related somehow - perhaps he was Alexander Badenoch’s bro-

ther..

In fact, Mortlach was one of the few villages George Badenoch did not

serve, a John Peterkin was carrying between Mortlach and Aberdeen, that

is all.

There is only one Calder who gets a mention, a mason called John Calder.

It is a very likely possibility that he was either Margaret’s brother or father.

Mortlach Kirk. The church is dedicated to St Moluag and is a very ancient

religious site. It was the seat of the Bishop of Aberdeen for a time before

the bishops moved to Aberdeen. Looks like those gravestones could do

with a bit of exploring...
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By 1851, the family had moved to nearby Huntly, the largest town in

the region, about 14 miles east of Mortlach/Dufftown, and closer to

George’s hometown of Cairnie. The move would have happened

between 1841 and 1844, when their third child, a daughter called

Margaret, was born in Huntly. There was a fourth child to come, Ale-

xander in 1850, also in Huntly. There may have been other children,

but I have no record of them. Huntly would be the place where Mar-

garet Badenoch seemed to spend the rest of her life. Called Hunn-

daidh in Scottish Gaelic, the place was formerly known as Milton of

Strathbogie. It had a population of 4,460 in 2004 and is the site of

Huntly Castle, which remained under the ownership of the Clan Gor-

don until 1923. The Badenochs were recorded as living in George

Street, which still exists today, in the centre of the town, and Marga-

ret was ‘formerly an agricultural labourer, now working as a knitter’.

James, Margaret and Alexander were all present, but neither Ge-

orge the husband nor George the son were there. Both of them can

be found labouring away on nearby farms.  George the father was

nine miles away to the south in Rhynie, where he was a farm servant

for the Murden family, who had 55 acres on what was called New To-

nest. I can’t find any reference to this farm, but Adam Murden was

employing five labourers, all of whom were from the Huntly area.

George the son was living a couple of miles away from his father,

working on farm in the village of Clatt (all of these places appear on

the map on the previous page).

In 1861, the situation was similar. Margaret was still in Huntly, but her

address is now given as ‘Square’.  This would be Gordon Square,

right in the middle of the town, but it hardly ever seems to be called

that, in addresses it always seems to be called just ‘The Square’.

Margaret is called a farm servants wife. Her son George, now 21, is back at

home and working as a carpenter, which would turn out to be his vocation in life,

and the youngest child, Alexander was still at school. But James had left home,

as had Margaret, both of whom can be found working elsewhere, as was her

husband, George.

George senior was still a farm labourer, but now he was working in Drumblade,

which was just five miles away, and a bit closer to home than his former place of

work in Rhynie. The farm he was working on was called Greenhaugh, and this

still exists today, owned by a Mr K Stewart. In 1861 it had 220 acres, and George

was living there along with assorted ploughmen, labourers and a dairymaid.

Huntly Square, where Margaret lived in 1861



SCOTLAND CENSUS RETURNS FOR GEORGE AND MARGARET BADENOCH

ADDRESS

Castle St or Balvenie St, Mortlach, Banffshire, Scotland

HOUSEHOLD

George Badenoch (27) - Agri Servant, born Outside Census County

Margaret Badenoch (29) - born Mortlach, Banffshire

James Badenoch (4) - born Mortlach, Banffshire

George Badenoch (2) - born Mortlach, Banffshire

Alexander Fraser (25) - labourer

The original copies of the Scottish census are not available for viewing, but the details have been transcribed.

1841

ADDRESS

New Tonest, Rhynie, Aberdeenshire 

HOUSEHOLD

Adam Murden (57) - Farmer Of 55 Acres Empl 5 Lab, born Rhynie, 

Aberdenshire

Alexr Murden (21) - Nephew, born Huntly, Aberdnshire 

Adam Murden (24) - Nephew, Cattle Man, born Huntly, Aberdnshire 

Peter Dow (27) - Farm Serv, born Cabrach, Banffshire 

George Bedenach (38) - Farm Serv, born Cairney, Banffshire 

Ann Clerk (51) - House Keeper, born Cabrach, Banffshire

Suphia Sinclar (18) - Servant, born Auchindoir, Aberdnshire 

Duncan Huach (54) - General Labourer, born Strathdon, Aberdnshire 

1851

ADDRESS

George Street, Huntly, Aberdeenshire 

HOUSEHOLD

Margret Badenoch (39) - Formerly Agricultural Labourer Now Kniter, 

born Mortlach, Banffshire 

James Badenoch (14) - Son, Agr Labr, born Mortlach, Banffshire

Margret Badenoch (7) - Daughter, born Huntly, Aberdeenshire 

Alexr Badenoch (1) - Son, born Huntly, Aberdeenshire 

ADDRESS

Greenhaugh, Drumblade, Aberdeenshire 

HOUSEHOLD

James Anderson (78) - Farmer Of 220 Acres, born Huntly, 

Aberdeenshire 

Margaret Anderson (49) - Farmer's Dau, born Huntly, Aberdeenshire

George Anderson (45) - Farmer's Son, born Huntly, Aberdeenshire 

Mary Anderson (6) - Grandaughter, Scholar, born Deskford, Banffshire 

Alexander Anderson (16) - Grandson, born Tullgnessll, Aberdeenshire 

Alexander Robertson (28) - Ploughman, born Drumblade, 

Aberdeenshire 

John Dul (21) - Ploughman, born Cairney, Aberdeenshire

Thomas Davidson (43) - Ploughman, born Keith, Banffshire

George Badenoch (48) - Labourer, born Cairney, Aberdeenshire

Begragt Morrison (23) - Dairymaid, born Kennethmont, Aberdeenshire 

Helen Wilson (16) - Domestic Servant, born born Keith, Banffshire

1861

ADDRESS

Square, Huntly, Aberdeenshire 

HOUSEHOLD

Margaret Badenoch (51) - Farm Servants Wife, born Mortlach, 

Banffshire 

George Badenoch (21) - Son, House Carpenter, born Mortlach, 

Banffshire 

Alexr Badenoch (11) - Son, Scholar, born Huntly, Aberdeenshire

ADDRESS

Mains Of Rhynie, Rhynie, Aberdeenshire 

HOUSEHOLD

David Baillie (49) - Farmer Of 550 Acres 365 Arable Employing 11 

Labourers , born Cullen, Banffshire

Janet Baillie (44) - Farmer's Mother, born Bellie, Banffshire 

Helen Baillie (33) - Farmer's Sister, born Fordyce, Banffshire 

James Baillie (39) - Brother Visitor, General Merchant, born Fordyce, 

Banffshire 

James Spalding (25) - Farm Servant, born Fettercairn, 

Kincardineshire 

James Carr (39) - Farm Servant, born Rothiemay, Banffshire 

Charles Robertson (22) - Farm Servant, born Mortlach, Banffshire 

William Hosie (45) - Farm Servant, born Kildrummy, Aberdeenshire 

Alexander Mennie (19) - Farm Servant, born Premnay, Aberdeenshire 

George Badenoch (57) - Farm Servant, born Carinie, Aberdeenshire 

Christian Smith (32) - General Servant (domestic), born Glass, 

Banffshire 

Ann Harvey (24) - Dairymaid, born Auchindoir, Aberdeenshire 

1871

ADDRESS

64 Gordon Street, Huntly, Aberdeenshire 

HOUSEHOLD

Margaret Badenoch (63) - Farm Servant's Wife, born Methlick, 

Banffshire 

James Badenoch (21) - Son, Farm Servant, born Methlick,Banffshire 

Alexander Badenoch (18) - Son, Saddler Apprentice, born Huntly, 

Aberdeenshire 

In 1871, Margaret had moved house to 64, Gordon Street in Huntly, and

once again is recorded as a Farm Servant's Wife. Her oldest son, James,

also a farm servant, was back at home, and Alexander was still there, now

18 and a saddler’s apprentice. It’s a bit odd, because they are recorded

as all being from Methlick rather than Mortlach, and the ages are not quite

right, but there is no doubt that this is the right family (Alexander did in-

deed end up being a saddler). 

t’s almost as if the census collector was in a hurry to get the job done or

got the info on the Badenoch family second hand from somebody who

made rough guesses, or perhaps the original, which isn’t viewable, was

so hard to read that the transcriber got it wrong..

And as usual, George was away. Now he was back in Rhynie, working on

one of the most important farms in the area, Main of Rhynie, which still

exists today, and about which there was even a popular folk song written

about twenty years earlier, describing the hardship of the place. The place

was described as ill to work, double strict and the wages were a bit small.

This was under the previous owner, but whether it was any better under

David Baillie, a farmer of 550 acres, 365 of which were arable, it is hard

to say. The census states that the owner was there with his mother, who

was four years younger than he was, which means there is either a mis-

take, or the owner had remarried to somebody younger than his own son.

George was one of a number of farm servants, including one called Char-

les Robertson from Mortlach. 

GEORGE BADENOCH’S DEATH CERTIFICATE, AUGUST 10, 1875



A marker by A97 at access to Mains of Rhynie

farm. With gilded lettering, and painted Scots

thistle with livestock.

In 1875, George was recorded as dying in

Rhynie, at the age of 62, at 5.30 am on Au-

gust the tenth. On his death certificate the

doctors’ verdict was that he had been suf-

fering for four months with a carcinogen of

the liver. It seems that despite his illness, he

had not returned home to his wife, but was

soldiering away on the Main of Rhynie farm,

and there he died. His death certificate also

re-verifies his now deceased parents as

being Alexander Badenoch and Margaret

Smith. The informant of the death was his

oldest son, James.

His wife Margaret does not appear any-

where on the 1881 census, but she was still

around, because her death was recorded in

Huntly in 1889. The details on her death

certificate state “Margaret Badenoch F 79

JOCK O RHYNIE
This song was written about life on the same farm

that George Badenoch worked on in 1871. A web-

site explains “An old man, William Forsyth, told
Greig thet he 'remembered as a boy his mother
sing Jock o Rhynie and this would take the song
back to say 1830.' The farmer at Mains o Rhynie
(in the high glens of Auchindoir in Strathbogie
about 8 miles south of Huntly) from 1830 until his
death in 1851 was John Gordon and he was
known as 'Jock o Rhynie' but there may have
been earlier Jocks at Rhynie and the song could
well be earlier. He is said to have denied his work
was 'ill to work' although he admitted that Rhynie's
work was 'very hard.'”

At Rhynie I sheared my first hairst,

Doun by the fit o Benachie,

Ma maister there was ill tae fit, [hard to please]

But laith wis I tae loss my fee.

Linten ourin ourin addie,

Linten ourin ourin ee.

Rhynie's wark is ill tae work,

An Rhynie's wauges is bit sma,

Rhynie's laws are double strick, [i.e. very strict]

And that's fit grieves me warst of aa.

Linten ourin ourin addie,

Linten ourin ourin ee.

Rhynie is a cauld clay hole,

It's nane een like ma father's toun,

Rhynie is a hungry place,

And it disnae suit a Lawland loon.

Linten ourin ourin addie,

Linten ourin ourin ee.

Sair I've focht and sair I've vrocht, [i.e. worked]

Until I won my penny fee,

And I'll ging back tae the gate I cam,

[i.e. the way I came]

And a better bairnie I will be.

Linten ourin ourin addie,

Linten ourin ourin ee.

Old gravstones stacked

up against the Rhynie

cemetery wall.

Widow of George Badenoch, Farm Servant 21 Bogie Street, Huntly - parents: __Calder(dec)and
Margaret Calder(dec) M.S. Stewart - Disease of Heart Dropsy - informant: James Badenoch,
Son.”

This document not only reaffirms some details about Margaret, but also confirms without a sha-

dow of doubt that she was, as a few little clues had already suggested, the brother of a William

Calder, whose great great grandson, a Canadian called Art Leitch, has already researched ex-

tensively – and out of that the whole story of Margaret Calder’s family background emerged.


